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Abstract

Three new species of the genus Ora Clark are described from Argentina: O. brevieminentia sp. n., O. megadepressa sp. 

n. and O. sigmoidea sp. n. All the species are characterized by a pair of frontoclypeal foveae, dorsal surface of mandible 

covered with setae, third labial palpomere arising from the inner margin of second palpomere, anterior pronotal angles 

distinctly projected anteriorly, a pair of glabrous areas on abdominal ventrites 2–5, ventrite 5 emarginate, with a pair of 

foveae in females, and tegmen with an apical digitiform lobe. Ora brevieminentia is similar externally to O. gamma Cham-

pion and O. platensis Brèthes, but it differs in having a more convex body, a smaller total length/elytral width ratio, coarser 

elytral punctation and a shorter lateral protuberance on the penis. Ora megadepressa is similar externally to O. depressa

Fabricius, but differs in that the body is wider, the tegmen is laterally spiny with the lobe less narrowed basally, and the 

penis is straight with the base and the longer subapical process directed to the right-hand. Ora sigmoidea is similar in body 

color and shape to O. brevenotata Pic, and the aedeagus resembles that of O. texana Champion. However, the lobe of the 

tegmen is less protruding, the laminar dorsal piece of the penis is broadened, the apex is truncate, and the S-shaped ventral 

piece is distinctly curved. 
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Introduction

Ora Clark, 1865 is a pantropical speciose saltatorial genus of Scirtidae, currently represented by ca. 60 described 
species. Many Neotropical, African and Oriental species were briefly described by Champion (1897, 1918) and Pic 
(1915, 1918, 1922, 1928). More recently, Watts (2004) and Yoshitomi (2005) revised the Australian and Japanese 
species, respectively, and Ruta (2009, 2013) redescribed several species previously described by Motschulsky and 
Fabricius in Scirtes.

Regarding the Neotropical fauna, the genus was never studied comprehensively. In particular, the knowledge 
on the Argentine fauna is scarce, with only four species reported from the country: O. atroapicalis Pic, O. bruchi

Pic, O. platensis Brèthes and O. semibrunnea Pic (Brèthes 1925; Pic 1928; Libonatti et al. 2013).
The examination of newly collected material from several undersampled localities, together with the study of 

the scirtid collections of the Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales Bernardino Rivadavia (Buenos Aires), the 
Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle (Paris) and the Natural History Museum (London), have revealed three 
undescribed Argentine species. The present contribution therefore aims at describing and illustrating in detail these 
new species.

Material and methods

Specimens studied. Most of the scirtid specimens examined were collected during 2011–2012 using mercury 
vapor light traps and beating riparian vegetation in protected areas of three Argentine provinces (Buenos Aires and 
Corrientes). One specimen examined belongs to the collection of F. Angelini (AC) (held in the Museum of Natural 
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Remarks. The broad elliptical body, the basal pale maculation and the costulae of elytra are features shared 
with O. brevenotata (Pic, 1915) (from Brazil) (Fig. 81). Pic apparently noticed the affinities between these species 
since the material in BR is labeled as a “variety” of O. brevenotata. Furthermore, the general shape of the aedeagus 
is similar in both species (Figs. 82–84), and also in O. texana Champion, 1897 (from southern USA) (Nyholm 
1972). However, differences between the aedeagi of the three species are notable and are summarized in Table 2.
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