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Abstract 

A new species of the genus Paravillersia Kuznetsov, 1978 (Acari: Stigmaeidae), P. jamaliensis Khaustov sp. nov. is de-

scribed from mosses on fen in Western Siberia, Russia. The supplementary description of Paravillersia grata Kuznetsov, 

1978 is provided based on the type material.
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Introduction 

The predatory mite family Stigmaeidae (Acari: Prostigmata) is the largest in the superfamily Raphignathoidea and 

includes more than 500 species in 33 valid genera (Zhang et al. 2011). Among them, the monotypic genus 

Paravillersia Kuznetsov, 1978 is known only from the European part of Russia where the type species, P. grata

Kuznetsov, 1978 was collected from forest litter and mosses in Voronezh Province (Kuznetsov 1978; Wainstein & 

Kuznetsov 1978). Our study of the mites associated with mosses in Western Siberia revealed a new species of the 

genus Paravillersia. The original description of P. grata Kuznetsov, 1978 was incomplete. The figures and 

description of the dorsal and ventral idiosoma were well prepared but the setation of the gnathosoma and legs were 

poorly illustrated and a supplementary description of this species based on an examination of the type material of P. 

grata is provided.

Material and methods

Mites were collected from mosses using Berlese funnel and mounted in Hoyer’s medium. In the description below, 

the palpal, idiosomal and the leg setations follow Grandjean (1939, 1944, 1946). All measurements are given in 

micrometres (μm) for the holotype and 5 paratypes (in parentheses). In descriptions of leg setation the number of 

solenidia is given in parentheses. SEM photos were made with the aid of JEOL –JSM-6510LV SEM microscope.

Systematics

Family Stigmaeidae Oudemans, 1931

Genus Paravillersia Kuznetsov, 1978

Type species: Paravillersia grata Kuznetsov, 1978, by original designation.

Diagnosis. Prodorsal shield with 3 pairs of setae (vi, ve, sci). Setae sce situated on platelets separated by striae from 
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Remarks. The female holotype is in rather bad condition, especially idiosoma and I provided only 

supplementary description because some body structures are almost invisible. The dorsal body setae are not so 

heavily barbed as in the original description. Setae c
2
 are situated on the humeral shield instead out of the shield in 

the original description.
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