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Abstract

Apistogramma ortegai, new species, is described from small streams tributaries of the Ampiyacu River near Pebas, in east-

ern Peru. It belongs to the Apistogramma regani species group and is distinguished from all other species of Apistogramma

by the combination of contiguous caudal spot to bar 7, presence of abdominal stripes, short dorsal-fin lappets in both sexes, 

absence of vertical stripes on the caudal fin, and reduced number of predorsal and prepelvic scales. 
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Resumen

Apistogramma ortegai, nueva especie, es descrita desde pequeños tributario del rio Ampiyacu cerca de Pebas, en el este 

del Perú. Pertenece al grupo de especies de A. regani y es distinguido de todas las otras especies de Apistograma por la 

combinación de la barra 7 conectada con una mancha en la aleta caudal, presencia de líneas abdominales, membranas de 

la aleta dorsal cortas en ambos sexos, ausencia de líneas verticales en la aleta caudal, y reducido número de escamas pre-

dorsales y prepélvicas.

Introduction

The South American cichlid genus Apistogramma Regan (1913) comprises 84 valid species (Schindler & Staeck, 
2013) distributed in the basins of the Amazon, Orinoco, Paraguay, lower Paraná and Uruguay, and coastal rivers of 
the Guianas (Kullander, 2003). Kullander (1980) characterized the genus based on the combination of gill-rakers 
on the sides of the lower pharyngeal tooth-plate; a compressed lobe on the first epibranchial bone bearing gill-
rakers on the margin; three, rarely four anal-fin spines and 14–18 dorsal-fin spines. All species are of small size, the 
largest species not exceeding 60 mm in body length. They are sex dimorphic. Males grow larger than females and 
often have relatively larger fins, prolonged rays in the dorsal and caudal fins, and a filamentous extension of the 
first pelvic-fin ray, while sexually active females have species specific patterns consisting of black blotches and 
stripes against intense yellow background.

Eighteen valid species of Apistogramma have been described on the basis of material from the Peruvian 
Amazon basin, viz., A. allpahuayo Römer, Beninde, Duponchelle, Díaz, Ortega, Hahn, Soares, Cachay, Dávila, 
Cornejo & Renno, 2012 (Nanay River); A. atahualpa Römer, 1997 (Nanay River); A. baenschi Römer, Hahn, 
Römer, Soares & Wöhler, 2004 (Huallaga basin); A. barlowi Römer & Hahn, 2008 (Ampiyacu River); A. cinilabra

Römer, Duponchelle, Römer, Duponchelle, Diaz, Davilla, Sirvas, Catchay & Renno, 2011 (Itaya River); A. cruzi

Kullander, 1986 (Mazán River); A. eremnopyge Ready & Kullander, 2004 (Pintuyacu River, Itaya River drainage); 
A. eunotus Kullander, 1981 (Ucayali River); A. huascar Römer, Pretor & Hahn, 2006 (Nanay River); A. luelingi 

Kullander, 1976 (Madre de Dios and Mamoré River basins); A. martini Römer, Hahn, Römer, Soares & Wöhler,
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Comparative material

Apistogramma caetei: LBP 9437, 5, 28.7–38.7 mm SL, Brazil, Pará, Caeté River basin, Tracuateua, Igarape 
Cajueirinho, Tracuateua. Apistogramma cinilabra: LBP 12567, 2, 30.4–44.7 mm SL, Peru. Apistogramma cruzi: 
NRM 16664, holotype, 25.9 mm SL, Peru, tributary to the Mazán River. Apistogramma commbrae: LBP 11493, 1, 
25.5 mm SL, Brazil, Mato Grosso, Poconé; LBP 5233, 5, 24.5–26 mm SL, Brazil, Paraná, Porto Rico. 
Apistogramma eunotus: LBP 17750, 1, 44.6 mm SL, Peru, Loreto, quebrada on the Carretera Campo Verde to 
Tournavista. Apistogramma inconspicua: MZUSP 38944 , 1, paratype, 23.5 mm SL, Bolivia, Santa Cruz, 
Candelaria River. Apistogramma linkei: MZUSP 28726, 8, paratypes, 17.7–25.7 mm SL, Bolivia, Beni, NW Santa 
Cruz. Apistogramma megaptera: IAvH 11714, 1, holotype, 38.1 mm SL, Colombia, Guainía, caño Matadero. 
Apistogramma personata: MZUSP 81489, 5, 38.1–51.7 mm SL, Brazil, Amazonas, Tiquié River basin, Igarapé 
Mipiriypotemakaya. Apistogramma regani: LBP 17856, 2, 18.9–25.2 mm SL, Brazil, Amazonas, Iranduba. 
Apistogramma resticulosa: LBP 11468, 5, 25.4–38.7 mm SL, Brazil, Amazonas, Humaitá. Apistogramma 

steindachneri: ROM 82022, 1, 37.5 mm SL, Guiana, Berbice River basin. Apistogramma taeniata: LBP 14255, 5, 
13.1–25 mm SL, Brazil, Pará, Itaituba. Apistogramma urteagai: ROM 82818, 1, 24.5 mm SL, Peru, Madre de 
Dios, Tambopata Natural Reserve, Kati Cocha.
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