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Abstract

Eleven species of the genus Charaea Baly, 1878 are recorded for Taiwan. These are illustrated and a key to the species is
provided. Three species, Ch. houjayi sp. nov., Ch. maxbarclayi sp. nov. and Ch. haruoi sp. nov., are described and com-
pared with similar species. Charaea kelloggi (Gressitt & Kimoto, 1963) is reported from Taiwan for the first time. Colour
photos of habitus and drawings of both male and female genitalia are presented.
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Introduction

The history of taxonomic research of the genus Charaea is long and complicated. The genus was described by Baly
(1878) based on Charaea flaviventre Baly, 1878 as type species. Both genus and species were more or less
forgotten for many decades, probably because this species was not known to subsequent specialists. Thus,
subsequent new species were described in other genera, predominantly in Calomicrus Dillwyn, 1829 and Exosoma
Jacoby, 1903 (cf. Beenen 2010). Maulik (1936) erected a new genus, Taphinellina Maulik, 1936, for Taphinella
bengalensis Jacoby, 1900. Taphinellina was also more or less forgotten until Wilcox (1973) transferred the species
treated by Gressitt & Kimoto (1963) in the genera Fuluperus, Exosoma and Calomicrus into Taphinellina. Beenen
(1992) redescribed Taphinellina minutum (Joannis, 1865) and initiated recent studies of Charaea taxonomy.
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Medvedev & Samoderzhenkov, 1989: L. clermonti (Laboissiére, 1929) and L. mirabilis Medvedev &
Samoderzhenkov, 1989 have claws with very short obtuse appendix (in both males and females), while females of
L. malayana (Medvedev, 2004) and L. sp. nov. (Bezd&k et al., in press) have claws with a short, sharp appendix
reaching the half of the claw. Males of L. sp. nov. have the inner branch somewhat longer and thus the claws look
to be divided (Bezdé¢k et al. in press).

4) Apical spurs on meso- and metatibiae. In Luperogala, the apical spurs are present in both sexes of L.
clermonti, L. malayana and L. sp. nov. (Bezd€k et al., in press). In L. mirabilis the spur is present only on the
mesotibiae but absent on the metatibiae of both sexes. Presence/absence of metatibial spurs in Luperogala may not
be an appropriate generic character (see Bezd¢k et al. in press).

5) Border of anterior margin of pronotum. In some Charaea species the anterior margin of pronotum has a
narrow border while in others the border is indistinct or visible only in a limited area. Examination of the type
specimen of the type species, Charaea balyi at the BMNH revealed that the anterior margin is narrow, but visible.

6) Prosternal process visible/invisible between procoxae. Variability of this character led to the
classification of Charaea species either within Exosoma (prosternal process visible) or Calomicrus (prosternal
process not visible). In Taiwanese species three alternatives of this character were detected: prosternal process
invisible between procoxae, thinly visible but not elevated, or visible and elevated between procoxae. The type of
Charaea balyi has the prosternal process visible and elevated between the procoxae.

Within Galerucinae some genera described more or less based on a single character exist. In accordance with
these variable characters, their validity requires reassessement. Such studies will require reevaluation of generic
limits and examination of type specimens of relevant taxa.
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