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Abstract

We present a comprehensive summary of the distribution of the lizards of Iran accompanied by an annotated checklist. The
updated maps of distribution of all 146 species of 41 genera of 11 families are based on all available bibliographic records,
catalogues of museum collections and our own field observations. The final dataset used for the distribution maps contains
8525 georeferenced records and cover 41% of the country when plotted on a grid of 0.25° x 0.25° resolution. The dataset is
publicly accessible through GBIF portal (http://www.gbif.org/dataset/7db4{705-61ae-4c6e-9de2-06674e7d46b2). Follow-
ing the latest biogeographic division of the country, ~53% of the species (76 species) inhabit the Iranian Province, ~41% (60
species) the Western Asian mountain transition zone, ~9% (13 species) the Turanian Province, and ~18% (27 species) the
Arabian Province. In addition, ~2% (3 species) reach Iran from the Indo-Malay biogeographic region and ~2% (3 species)
are believed to have been introduced to Iran by humans. Endemic species (46) represent ~32% of the known species diversity.
The most species-rich family of lizards in Iran is Lacertidae with 47 species, followed by Gekkonidae (41), Agamidae (18),
Scincidae (15), Phyllodactylidae (10), Sphaerodactylidae (4), Eublepharidae and Uromastycidae (3), Anguidae and Varani-
dae (2), and Trogonophidae with one representative.

Key words: Reptilia, Squamata, Agamidae, Anguidae, Eublepharidae, Gekkonidae, Lacertidae, Phyllodactylidae, Scin-
cidae, Sphaerodactylidae, Trogonophidae, Uromastycidae, Varanidae, biogeography, zoogeography, Middle East

Abstract in Farsi
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Introduction

Systematic research on the lizards of the Islamic Republic of Iran (henceforth Iran) has a long tradition reaching back
to the early 19" century when Olivier (1804) described Agama ruderata (= Trapelus ruderatus) based on material
collected in Persia (Iran). A literal burst of species descriptions came by the end of the 19" and the beginning of the
20™ century with the catalogues and accounts on the Persian herpetofauna by Blanford (1874a, 1874b, 1876, 1881),
Boulenger (1885, 1887, 1918, 1920, 1921), Werner (1895, 1904, 1917, 1929, 1936), and Nikolsky (1896, 1903, 1907,
1915) when the number of lizard species known to Iran exceeded 90 (Fig. 1). During the 20" century the explorations
continued and resulted in the studies by Karl P. Schmidt (1939, 1952, 1955) and, most of all, Steven C. Anderson,
whose crucial contributions to the Iranian reptile research (Anderson 1963, 1968, 1973, 1974, 1979, 1993; Anderson
& Leviton 1966a, 1966b; Minton et al. 1970; Leviton & Anderson 1972; Dixon & Anderson 1973; Leviton et al.
1992) reached their climax in the monumental book The Lizard of Iran (Anderson 1999). Maps of the distribution of
the lizards of Iran have been published by several authors, the most notable ones by Tuck (1971a), Schleich (1977),
and Anderson (1999).

Within the last two decades, the biggest influence on the taxonomic knowledge of the Iranian lizards has been
made by numerous, mostly Iranian herpetologists, most notably by F. Ahmadzadeh, N. Rastegar-Pouyani, and F.
Torki, who in total described 23 currently valid lizard species (Rastegar-Pouyani 1996, 1998a; Rastegar-Pouyani &
Nilson 1998; Rastegar-Pouyani & Rastegar-Pouyani 2001, 2005; Nilson ef al. 2003; Rastegar-Pouyani et al. 2006;

4 - Zootaxa 3855 (1) © 2014 Magnolia Press SMID ET. AL.



who directly helped in the field or kindly shared their data from field observations, namely M. Arab, B. Blecha, J.
Cervenka, A. Chuddrkovd, J. Davoodian, J. Flegr, V. Gvozdik, Z. Hodkova, S. Hrdd, I. Hrdy, P. Hulva, P. Kabatek,
A. Keyvanlou, A. Khani, A. Khosravani, E. Ledecky, M. Kaftan, S. Komarek, A. Krasa, P. Kuncova, E.
Michal¢ikova, H. Oraei, J. Pyrih, M. Ranaei, A. Reiter, K. Rexov4, A. Roubickova, M. Sabeti, J. Sadlo, J. Sadlova,
H. Sajed, L. Schwarzova, R. Sumbera, V. Tothova, P. Vycpalek, M. Yousefi, M. Zarrintab. Z. Varadinova kindly
helped to improve the earlier version of the manuscript. Special thanks are due to P. Dane§ for his help with
uploading the data to GBIF. We are very grateful to S. Anderson, M. Rajabizadeh and an anonymous referee for
reviewing the manuscript and providing helpful comments. The work was financially supported by Ministry of
Culture of the Czech Republic (DKRVO 2014/14, National Museum, 00023272), JS received support from the
SVV 260 087/2014 project of the Charles University in Prague.
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