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Abstract

The genus Dolichocephala is recorded from Shaanxi Province (China) for the first time. The following three new species 

are described: Dolichocephala brevis sp. nov., D. longa sp. nov., and D. qinlingensis sp. nov. Their relationships with 

related species are discussed. An updated key to the species of Dolichocephala from China is presented.
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Introduction

The genus Dolichocephala Macquart is a small genus in the subfamily Clinocerinae with 47 known species, of 

which 11 species are distributed in the Afrotropical Region, 19 in the Palaearctic, 9 in the Oriental, 2 in the 

Australasian and 7 in the Nearctic (Yang et al. 2007; Sinclair & MacDonald 2012; Yang 2008). The genus is 

characterized by the following features: neck arising high on occiput; head often extending obliquely forward with 

distinct clypeus and gena; wing infuscate often with clear spots; fore tarsomere 2 much longer than tarsomeres 3 or 

4; and subepandrial sclerite extended beyond base of clasping cercus (Sinclair 1995; Yang et al. 2004). See Collin 

(1961) and Sinclair (1995) for detailed descriptions of the genus Dolichocephala.

The major references dealing with the Palaearctic and Oriental Dolichocephala are as follows: Horvat (1994); 

Wagner (1995); Wagner et al. (2004); Yang et al. (2004); Yang (2008). Six species were previously known to occur 

in China. Shaanxi Province is part of the Northwest China region. It includes portions of the Loess Plateau on the 

middle reaches of the Yellow River in addition to the Qinling Mountains across the southern part of this province. 

Only one species of the subfamily Clinocerinae was known from Shaanxi Province (Sinclair & Saigusa 2005). 

Here the genus Dolichocephala is newly recorded from Shaanxi Province. An updated key to the species of 

Dolichocephala from China is presented.

Material and methods

Type specimens are deposited in the Entomological Museum of China Agricultural University (CAU), Beijing. 

Morphological terminology generally follows McAlpine (1981) and Cumming & Wood (2009), except male 

terminalia which follows Sinclair (1995). The following abbreviations are used for bristles: acr—acrostichal, 

dc—dorsocentral, h—humeral, npl—notopleural, oc—ocellar, ph—posthumeral, psa—postalar, sa—supraalar, 

sc—scutellar, vt—vertical.
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FIGURES 5–6. Dolichocephala qinlingensis sp. nov. (male). 5. Wing; 6. genitalia, lateral view. 
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