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Abstract

An overview of Moroccan stoneflies is presented as an annotated summary of published and unpublished records from
115 localities. These records have resulted in an updated species list reflecting taxonomic corrections and noteworthy
range extensions for several species. A total of 28 species, belonging to 15 genera and seven families, is now known from
Morocco with the greatest diversity found in the Rif Mountains (23 species) and the lowest in eastern Morocco with three
species. The majority of Moroccan stoneflies are typical Mediterranean species (86%). The Moroccan endemics comprise
nine species (32% of the Moroccan fauna). The Plecoptera fauna of Morocco is compared to that of Algeria and Tunisia.
Thirty-eight stonefly species are reported from the entire Maghreb region. Protonemura khroumiriensis Béjaoui & Bou-
maiza, 2009 is considered a synonym of P. drahamensis Vingon & Pardo, 2006.

Key words: Stoneflies, faunal inventory, ecology, distribution, endemic species, Morocco

Résumé

Une révision des Plécoptéres du Maroc est présentée sous la forme d’une compilation exhaustive de I’ensemble des don-
nées bibliographiques et de données non encore publiées provenant de 115 localités. Ces données ont permis de mettre a
jour la liste établie pour le pays et d’élargir I’aire de répartition de certaines espéces. Un total de 28 espéces appartenant
a 15 genres et sept familles est maintenant connu du Maroc, avec une diversité maximale au niveau du Rif avec 23 espéces
et minimale au niveau du Maroc oriental avec seulement 3 espéces. Il y a une prédominance des espéces méditerranéennes
(86%). Parmi elles, les endémiques marocaines comptent neuf especes (32% de la faune marocaine). La faune plécopté-
rienne du Maroc est comparée a celle de I’ Algérie et de la Tunisie. Trente huit especes de Plécopteres sont recensées dans
I’ensemble du Maghreb. Protonemura khroumiriensis Béjaoui & Boumaiza, 2009 est considérée comme synonyme de P,
drahamensis Vingon & Pardo, 2006.

Mots clés: plécopteres, inventaire faunistique, écologie, distribution, espéces endémiques, Maroc

Introduction

Moroccan stoneflies were poorly known until Lestage (1925) and Navés (1928) provided preliminary data. These
authors listed a total of eight species. Subsequently, Aubert (1956, 1961) listed 14 species, Meinander (1967)
recorded eight species, Miron (1972) six species, and finally Berthélemy (1973) listed 17 total species.

Recently, several studies have added to the knowledge of this order for Morocco. Giudicelli & Dakki (1984),
Tayoub (1986), Azzouz & Sanchez-Ortega (1992, 1994), Azzouz (1996) and Sanchez-Ortega & Azzouz (1997,
1998) have recorded a total of 22 species of stoneflies, including one new record for Morocco, three new species
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wilmae lllies, 1954, Byrrhenoleuctra minuta (Klapalek, 1903) and 7. tangerina (Tierno de Figueroa et al. 2003,
Graf et al. 2009). This trait is found mainly in species occurring in the crenal or epirhithral, in regions not
experiencing large amounts of snow for a lengthy time during the winter period.
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