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Abstract

Polylobus stigma (Erichson, 1839) is the only known species of the genus from Brazil. Here, this species is redescribed 

based on the type material, including illustrations of diagnostic characters. The species remains in Polylobus, but pending 

further revision of the genus and related genera as Tricolpochila Bernhauer, 1908 and Polylobinus Bernhauer, 1908. A 

commented checklist of all species in Polylobus is also provided.
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Introduction

Polylobus Solier, 1849 (Aleocharinae, Oxypodini, Oxypodina) is a genus of rove beetles which currently has 77 

described species distributed throughout the Neotropical (56 species, including Mexico, Central and South 

America) and Australian regions (21, including Australia and New Zealand). The genus was described including 

two species, P. maculipennis Solier, 1849 and P. melanocephalus Solier, 1849, both collected in Chile. The unique 

Polylobus species recorded from Brazil, P. stigma, was placed originally in Homalota Mannerheim, 1830, and 

subsequently in Atheta (Microdota) Mulsant & Rey, 1873 (Bernhauer &Scheerpeltz 1926), in Tricolpochila

Bernhauer, 1908 (Pace 1987b), and lately in Polylobus (Pace 2000). 

Klimaszewski & Sturm (1991) published one of the most relevant papers about Polylobus, in which they made 

an update diagnosis of the genus (based on few species and not including the type species) and commented about 

hypothesized morphological adaptations to pollen feeding habits. According to published data, the Neotropical 

Polylobus species are found in flowers (Fairmaire & Germain 1861; Fauvel 1866; Klimaszewski & Sturm 1991), 

while the Australian species were collected from the nests of social insects, tussocks, fallen and rotting leaves (Lea 

1910, 1912). Furthermore, most of South American Polylobus species (52) are founded in Andean regions of the 

following countries, Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Chile and Argentina. The Brazilian species is 

one of the 5 species of the genus recorded in South American not distributed in the Andean region (3 in Mexico and 

1 in Panama). 

The goal of the present study is to redescribe Polylobus stigma (Erichson, 1839) in detail, using the type 

material and providing illustrations of the main morphological characters for further revision of the genus. In 

addition, a commented checklist of all species of Polylobus, with synonymic list, type locality, currently known 

distribution and discussion of nomenclatural history, is also provided.

Material and methods

The type specimen was received from ZMHB, Museum für Naturkunde der Humboldt-Universität, Berlin, 

Germany. Labels are organized in sequence from top to bottom, where the data from each label are enclosed within 

double quotes (‘ ’), a forward slash (/) separates lines, and information enclosed by square brackets ([ ]) provides 

added details.
226   Accepted by J. Klimaszewski: 17 Apr. 2014; published: 3 Jun. 2014

http://dx.doi.org/10.5479/si.03629236.185.i
http://dx.doi.org/10.1071/is10016
http://dx.doi.org/10.1071/is10016
http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/s0101-81752008000400022
http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/s0101-81752008000400022
http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/s0101-81752008000400022
http://dx.doi.org/10.5962/bhl.title.59644


References

Bernhauer, M. (1908) Beitrag zur Staphylinidenfauna von Südamerika. Archiv für Naturgeschichte, 74, 283–372.

Bernhauer, M. & Scheerpeltz, O. (1926) Staphylinidae VI. In: Junk, W. & Schenkling, S. (Eds.), Coleopterorum Catalogus, 

Pars 82. W. Junk, Berlin, pp. 499–988. 

Bernhauer, M. (1935) Neue Staphyliniden (Col.) aus Südamerika. Stylops, 4, 90–96.

Blackwelder, R.E. (1944) Checklist of the coleopterous insects of Mexico, Central America, the West Indies, and South 

America. Part 1. United States National Museum Bulletin, 185, i–xii + 1–188. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5479/si.03629236.185.i

Broun, T. (1880) Manual of the New Zealand Coleoptera. Government Printer, Wellington, 651 pp.

Caron, E., Ribeiro-Costa, C.S. & Newton, A.F. (2012) Cladistic analysis and revision of Piestus Gravenhorst with remarks on 

related genera (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae: Piestinae). Invertebrate Systematics, 25, 490–585. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1071/is10016

Caron, E., Mise, K.M. & Klimaszewski, J. (2008) Aleochara pseudochrysorrhoa, a new species from southern Brazil 

(Coleoptera: Staphylinidae: Aleocharinae), with a complete checklist of Neotropical species of the genus. Revista

Brasileira de Zoologia, 25, 827–842. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1590/s0101-81752008000400022

Erichson, W.F. (1839) Genera et species Staphylinorum insectorum coleopterorum familiae. F. H. Morin, Berlin, pp. i–viii, 

1–400.

Fairmaire, L. & Germain, P. (1861) Révision des Coléoptères du Chili. Annales de la Société Entomologique de France, 1, 

405–456.

Fauvel, A. (1866) Fáune Du Chili. Insectes Coléoptères. Staphylinides. Bulletin de la Société Linneénne de Normandie, 10, 

250–353.

Fenyes, A. (1918) Coleoptera. Fam. Staphylinidae. Subfam. Aleocharinae. In: Wytsman, P. (Ed.), Genera Insectorum, Fascicle 

173a, Louis Desmet-Verteneuil, Brussels, pp. 1–110.

Fenyes, A. (1921) New genera and species of Aleocharinae with a polytomic synopsis on the tribes. Bulletin of the Museum of 

Comparative Zoology, 65, 17–36.

Fleming, J. (1821) Insecta. In: Suplement to the fourth, fifth and sixth editions of the Encyclopedia Britannica, with preliminary 

dissertations on the history of sciences. Vol. 5. Archibald Constable and Company, Edinburgh, pp. 41–56.

Gusarov, V.I. (2002) A revision of Nearctic species of the genus Geostiba Thomson, 1858 (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae: 

Aleocharinae). Zootaxa, 81, 1–88.

IZCN, International Comission of Zoological Nomenclature. (1999) International Code of Zooological Nomenclature, 4th 

edition [online]. The International Trust for Zoological Nomenclature. Available from: http://www.iczn.org/iczn/index.jsp 

(accessed 1 April 2014)

Klimaszewski, J. (1992) New Synonymy in the Oxypodine Genus Polylobus Solier (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae: Aleocharinae). 

The Coleopterists Bulletin, 46, 329.

Klimaszewski, J. & Sturm, H. (1991) Four new espéciess of the Oxypodine genus Polylobus Solier (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae: 

Aleocharinae) collected on the flower heads of some high Andean giant rosette plants (Espeletiinae: Asteraceae). The

Coleopterists Bulletin, 45, 1–13.

Klimaszewski, J., Newton, A.F. & Thayer, M.K. (1996) A review of the New Zealand rove beetles (Coleoptera: Staphylinidae), 

New Zealand Journal of Zoology, 23, 143–160. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/03014223.1996.9518074

Lea, A.M. (1910) Australian and Tasmanian Coleoptera inhabiting or resorting to the nest of ants, bees and termites. 

Proceedings of the Royal Society of Victoria, 23, 116–230.

Lea, A.M. (1912) Australian an Tasmanian Coleoptera Inhabiting or Resorting to the Nest of Ants, Bees and Termites. 

Proceedings of the Royal Society of Victoria, 25, 31–78.

Lea, A.M. (1920) Descriptions of new species of Australian Coleoptera. Part XVI. The Proceedings of the Linnean Society of 

New South Wales, 45, 375–403. 

MacLeay, W.J. (1871) Notes on a collection of Insects from Gayndah. The Transactions of the Entomological Society of New

South Wales, 2, 79–205.

Mannerheim, C.G. (1830) Précis d’un nouvel arrangement de la famille des Brachélytres, de l’ordre des Insectes Coléoptères. 

St. Pétersbourg, 87 pp.

Mulsant, M.E. & Rey, C. (1873) Description de divers coléoptères brévipennes nouveaux ou peu connus. Opuscules

Entomologiques, 15, 147–189.

Navarrete-Heredia, J.L., Newton, A.F., Thayer, M.K., Ashe, J.S. & Chandler, D.S. (2002) Guia ilustrada para los gêneros de 

Staphylinidae (Coleoptera) de México. Illustrated guide to the genera of Staphylinidae (Coleoptera) of Mexico. 

Universidad de Guadalajara y Conabio, México, 401 pp.

Newton, A.F. & Thayer, M.K. (2005) Catalog of austral species of Staphylinidae and other Staphylinoidea [online]. Chicago: 

Field Museum of Natural History [last updated 27 August 2005]. Available from: http://archive.fieldmuseum.org/

peet_staph/db_1b.html (accessed 10 September 2013) 
 Zootaxa 3811 (2)  © 2014 Magnolia Press  ·  237THE UNIQUE BRAZILIAN SPECIES OF POLYLOBUS

http://archive.fieldmuseum.org/peet_staph/db_1b.html
http://archive.fieldmuseum.org/peet_staph/db_1b.html


Olliff, A.S. (1886) A revision of the Staphylinidae of Australia. Part I. Proceedings of the Linnean Society of New South Wales, 

1, 403–473.

Pace, R. (1987a) Aleocharinae del Cile (Coleoptera Staphylinidae) (97 Contributo alla conoscenza delle Aleocharinae). Redia, 

70, 459–522.

Pace, R. (1987b) Revision delle Aleocharinae dell’Argentina sudorientale descritte da Scheerpeltz nel 1972 (Coleoptera: 

Staphylinidae). Folia Entomologica Hungarica, 48, 161–185.

Pace, R. (1990) Aleocharinae neotropiche del Museo Ungherese di Storia Naturale (Coleoptera, Staphylinidae). Annales

Historico-Naturales Musei Nationalis Hungarici, 81, 53–107.

Pace, R. (1999) Aleocharinae del Cile (Coleoptera, Staphylinidae) (114º Contributo alla conosceza delle Aleocharinae). 

Bollettino del Museo Civico di Storia Naturale di Verona, 23, 119–210.

Pace, R. (2000) Aleocharinae del Cile, nuove o poco note (Coleoptera, Staphylinidae) (157º Contributo alla conoscenza delle 

Aleocharinae). Bollettino del Museo Regionale di Scienze Naturali, Torino, 17, 355–510.

Pace, R. (2008) New records of Aleocharinae from Ecuador and Peru, with the description of new espéciess, new subgenera 

and new genera (Coleoptera, Staphylinidae). Biodiversity of South America, I. Memoirs on Biodiversity, 1, 225–398.

Scheerpeltz, O. (1972) Wissenschaftliche Ergebnisse der Studienreise von Gy. Topál nach Südwest-Argentien (Coleoptera: 

Staphylinidae). Folia Entomologica Hungarica, 25 (Supplement), 1–268, pls. 1–5.

Sharp, D.S. (1883) Staphylinidae. In: Biologia Centrali-Americana. Insecta. Coleoptera I (2). Taylor & Francis, London, pp. 

145–312.

Solier, A.J.J. (1849) Orden III. Coleopteros. In: Gay, C. (Ed.), Historia Fisica y Politica de Chile. Zoologia. Vol. 4. Paris, C. 

Gay, pp. 105–508.

Thomson, C.G. (1859) Skandinaviens Coleoptera, synoptiskt bearbetade. Tom 1. Berlingska Boktryckeriet, Lund, v + 290 pp.
DA SILVA & CARON238  ·  Zootaxa 3811 (2)  © 2014 Magnolia Press


	Abstract
	Introduction
	Material and methods
	Results and discussion
	Polylobus stigma (Erichson, 1839)
	Commented checklist of Polylobus species
	Acknowledgments
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




