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Abstract

This study presents all known Vietnamese Orthoptera (Saltatoria) from 1887 to 2013 as a summarized checklist that in-

cludes currently valid names and synonyms for the fauna with their type localities. The sources are compared with reliable 

references and Orthoptera species file online. A total of 656 species and 12 families were estimated to occur in Vietnam 

through present.
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Introduction

Vietnam is located on the east side of the Indo-China peninsula, where it is assumed that there is high zoological 

diversity from the Oriental biogeographic region and is considered a world biodiversity hotspot (Myers et al. 

2000). Yet, concerning the Orthopteran fauna, this information is largely unknown on the world map presented in 

the field of Orthoptera systematics (Song, 2010). The Institute of Ecology and Biological Resources (IEBR), 

Vietnam and the National Institute of Biological Resources (NIBR), Korea carried out an international project 

concerning the fauna and flora of Vietnam since developing a Memorandum of Agreement in 2012. As part of this 

project’s initiation, the first collecting trip was conducted between October 30 and November 8, 2013. Here, we 

prepared a preliminary checklist of Vietnamese Orthoptera with the hope of promoting further studies to illuminate 

regional fauna and insect diversity.

The Vietnamese Orthoptera were described first in earlier historical articles published by Bolívar (1887), 

Redtenbacher (1891), Krausze (1903abc, 1904ab), and Rehn (1906) and bore the names of collecting localities 

mostly known at the time as Tonkin (North Vietnam), Annam (Central Vietnam), or Cochinchina (South Vietnam). 

But because of political transitional periods and the Vietnam War, there were obstacles to continue such work. 

After 1975, during a period of stabilized social development, the Russian Academy of Science began making 

scientific expeditions into various regions of Vietnam (through a joint program of Soviet-Vietnamese ecofaunistic 

studies), where extensive studies have been performed. The results revealed many new species in Orthoptera 

(Gorochov, 1982, 1985ab, 1987, 1988ab, 1990ab, 1991, 1992ab, 1993ab, 1994abcd, 1995, 1996ab, 1997, 1998abc, 

1999ab, 2000, 2001ab, 2002ab, 2003abcde, 2004abc, 2005abc, 2006, 2007ab, 2008abcd, 2009, 2010ab, 2011abc, 

2012, 2013; Podgornaya, 1986, 1991, 1992, 1994; Storozhenko, 1991, 1992abc, 2002, 2004, 2009, 2011, 2012, 

2013abc).

Prior studies on these taxa are significant because unknown Orthoptera were revealed. However, these data 

were grouped into new taxa, are located in different museum collections with newly named specimens, and are 

distributed with different titles, in different journals, and in different countries. Therefore it is difficult to grasp the 

overall status of the regional biodiversity in Vietnamese fauna, particularly insect taxonomy. Thus, it is time to 

document these data and verify all known Orthoptera based on their history.

This article presents a list of all published Vietnamese Orthoptera in which names are scattered in different 

taxonomic articles, and is a start towards further studies to understand insect biodiversity in Vietnam.
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