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Abstract

Seven new species of the Culicoides reticulatus species group are described and illustrated based on specimens from Co-
lombia, Panama and Brazilian states of northern (Amazonas, Pard and Roraima) and southeast region (Rio de Janeiro).
The new species are compared with their similar congener, Culicoides reticulatus Lutz, and a systematic key, table with
numerical characters to the females of the species are provided. Redescription of Culicoides reticulatus Lutz is given
based on type series deposited in the Ceratopogonidae Collection of the Oswaldo Cruz Foundation, Brazil. The distribu-
tion of these species is presented in figure 9.
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Resumo

Sete espécies novas espécies de Culicoides do grupo reticulatus sdo descritas e ilustradas baseadas em espécimes da
Colombia, Panama e de estados da regido Norte (Amazonas, Pard e Roraima) e do Sudeste (Rio de Janeiro) do Brasil. As
espécies novas sdo comparadas com a similar congenérica, Culicoides reticulatus Lutz, e sdo fornecidas chave sistematica
e tabela com os caracteres numéricos das fémeas. A redescrigdo de Culicoides reticulatus Lutz é feita baseada na série tipo
depositada na Colegéo de Ceratopogonidae da Fundag@o Oswaldo Cruz, Brasil. A distribui¢do geografica das espécies esta
presente na figura 9.

Palavras-chave: Culicoides reticulatus Lutz, maruins, Brasil, Colombia, Panama, espécies novas

Introduction

The precise identity of Culicoides reticulatus Lutz has been subject of considerable confusion in the literature as
mentioned below. Lutz (1913) described the species from specimens collected in the States of Rio de Janeiro, Sdo
Paulo (Santos) and Bahia. He pointed out that the third palpal segment of the female present a rounded pit in
swollen mid portion and a scutum with a prominent pattern with four median anterior yellowish spots arranged as a
leaf clover. Lutz also cited that the immature stages can be found in crab holes in mangroves areas and the females
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