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Abstract 

Sisalia carricarti new genus, new species, is described on specimens collected from the Sisal Coral Reef System, Southern 

Gulf of Mexico, Mexico. The new genus is most morphologically similar to the genus Paracyproidea, but can be distin-

guished by the article 2 of antenna 2 peduncle, the peduncle of the uropods and length of rami, and telson. Also, the new 

genus can be distinguished from the rest 18 genera of the family Cyproideidae by the following characteristics: 3-articulate 

mandible palp, mandible molar big and triturative; palp on maxilla 2 uniarticulate; article 2 of pereopods 3–7 rectilinear, 

and urosomites 1–3 not elongated. Sisalia carricarti new genus, new species, represents the second known genus and third 

species of cyproideid amphipods documented from the Inter-American Sea (Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea), and the 

19th genus and 44th species of the world cyproideid fauna. The more significant morphological characters and the geo-

graphical distribution of the 19 known genera of cyproideid amphipods are also pointed out. 
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Introduction 

The family Cyproideidae J.L. Barnard, 1974 includes small benthic amphipods that are mainly widespread in the 

Indo-West Pacific ecosystems (Lowry & Azman 2008). Cyproideids are morphologically characterized by the 

coxae 1 and 2 smaller than coxae 3 and 4, these last enlarged and broadened; the uropod 3 biramous with elongated 

peduncle, and with dorsal keel (Azman 2009). Previously to this work, this family comprised 18 genera and 43 

species (Lowry & Azman 2008) distributed worldwide. Of these species, only Hoplopheonoides obesa Shoemaker 

and Hoplopheonoides shoemakari Ortiz, Lalana & Sánchez-Díaz have been documented from the Gulf of Mexico 

and the Caribbean Sea (LeCroy et al. 2009).

Cyproideids are known to occur mostly in the Southern Hemisphere (Lowry & Stoddart 2003; Lowry & 

Azman 2008) associated with different biological and no-biological substrates (J.L. Barnard 1972; Griffiths 1975; 

Moore 1981; Myers 1985; Thomas 1999; Ortiz, et al. 2000; Lowry & Stoddart 2003; Lowry & Azman 2008) 

(Table 1).

During an oceanographic campaign carried out in the Sisal Coral Reef System (SAS), SE Gulf of Mexico, 

Mexico, several lots of peracarids were collected from different biological substrates by SCUBA divers in 2012. 

Among this material, a series of 5 amphipods of the family Cyproideidae were recognized and represent an 

undescribed genus and species. This new species was associated with Callithamnion corymbosum, Dictyopteris 

delicatula and Udotea sp., beds from 2 to 13 m depth from offshore habitats in the SE Gulf of Mexico, Mexico (in 

front of Sisal and Puerto Progreso, Yucatán). 

Material and methods 

Amphipods were collected in the SAS, which is located W to Puerto Progreso, Yucatan, SE Gulf of Mexico. This is 
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