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Abstract

The spider genus Cebrennus Simon, 1880 is revised again after thirteen years. Four new species are described: Cebrennus 

atlas spec. nov. from Morocco (female), C. flagellatus spec. nov. from Afghanistan (male), C. laurae spec. nov. from 

Canary Islands (male), and C. rechenbergi spec. nov. from Morocco (male and female). Cebrennus clercki (Audouin, 

1826) comb. nov. is transferred from Philodromidae to Sparassidae and considered a nomen dubium. The holotype of C. 

aethiopicus Simon, 1880 is illustrated for the first time. Cebrennus tunetanus Simon, 1885 is re-described by illustrating 

its copulatory organs and some somatic characters, the internal duct system is shown for the first time supporting its place-

ment in Cebrennus. An updated identification key for all species is provided. New records of Cebrennus species are listed: 

C. wagae (Simon, 1874) is recorded from Libya and Malta for the first time, the latter representing the first record for the 

entire genus from Europe. C. kochi (O. Pickard-Cambridge, 1872) is recorded from Syria, C. aethiopicus from Sudan for 

the first time. Records from the Canary Islands and from Afghanistan extend the known generic distribution range further 

to the West and East. Behavioural aspects (burrowing, escaping, mating) of C. rechenbergi and partly of C. villosus 

(Jézéquel & Junqua, 1966) are described. Photographs of this behaviour as well as of the habitus of several species are 

provided.

Key words: taxonomy, behaviour, escaping strategy, transfer, Africa, Asia, Europe, Canary Islands, Morocco, Afghani-
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Introduction

The genus Cebrennus Simon, 1880 contains thirteen species mainly from the south-western Palaearctic (Morocco 
to Turkmenistan) (Jäger 2000). All species live in arid environments, are nocturnal and build their retreats either 
under stones, on small plants or in loose sand. Only little more is known of their biology or ecology. The genus was 
erected by Simon (1874) for two species (wagae, kochi) under the preoccupied name Cebrenis. Six years later he 
provided the then valid genus name Cebrennus and added three species (castaneitarsis, aethiopicus, pulcherrimus) 
(Simon 1880), the latter of which was transferred to the genus Cerbalus as its type species (Simon 1897). Five 
years later he described a further species (Simon 1885: tunetanus). Fage (1921) reviewed the genus and described 
two species (cultrifer, powelli). Denis (1947: concolor; sub Cerbalus) as well as Jézéquel and Junqua (1966: 
villosus; sub Cerbalopsis) each added one species. Jäger (2000) revised the genus and described four new species 
(intermedius, logunovi, mayri, rungsi). Since this last publication no systematic paper was devoted to this genus, 
which may be due to the fact that Cebrennus species seem to be difficult to collect, which along with other reasons 
makes the identification of specimens to species level and differentiation between species difficult: 1. As in many 
Sparassidae many “series” contain only single adult specimens, thus investigations of intraspecific variation and 
matching male and female sex is not easy. In series containing males and females, one has to be careful, since 
sometimes specimens with different locality data were added subsequently (see notes in C. castaneitarsis and C. 
wagae). 2. Somatic characters (including colour pattern) are very similar between all species. Therefore matching 
opposite sex according to Edwards (2013) is difficult. 3. In many cases only old material is available, where not all 
characters (e.g., internal duct system) can be examined and only imprecise locality data are known (e.g., Egypt at 
the time of Audouin). 4. Membranous parts in the internal duct system of females lead to a strong natural 
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FIGURE 173. Distribution records of Cebrennus spp. (according to Jäger 2000 and references therein, this paper and Reimoser 
1919). Note that the exact locality for C. laurae spec. nov. is unknown.

Cebrennus clercki (Audouin, 1826) comb. nov. nomen dubium

Fig. 172

Philodromus clerckii Audouin, 1826: 159 (Description of female, Fig. 172). Roewer 1955: 1623 [„nicht zu deuten”; sub 
„Philodromus clerckii Audouin 1827“]

Sparassus clercki (Audouin). Bonnet 1958: 4102 [Transfer to Sparassidae; sub “Sparassus clercki (Sav. & Aud. 1825), 
Egypte”]

Philodromus clercki (Audouin). Platnick 2000–2014 (Transfer to Philodromidae; nomen dubium, Egypt)

Type material. The original type material (most likely a female holotype; Audouin 1826: “individu femelle de 
grandeur naturelle”) is supposed to be lost. Since the type locality is not fixed and several Cebrennus species occur 
in Egypt and Israel (El-Hennawy 2002, Jäger 2000, Levy 1989), no neotype is designated here.

Systematic position. The affiliation to the family Sparassidae was once recognised by Bonnet (1958), but not 
followed by Platnick (2000–2014), who used Roewer’s (1955) catalogue as base for the online version. The 
placement of the species in the genus Cebrennus is supported by the clear concordance of somatic characters 
shown in Savigny’s plate (Audouin 1826; Fig. 172) with other Cebrennus species (see Jäger 2000). Species identity 
can only be clarified by copulatory organs. Since these are in this case not available as drawings or as from the 
original type material, C. clercki comb. nov. is considered a nomen dubium.
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