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Abstract

 
A curatorial revision of the type specimens deposited in the Mollusca Collection of the Museu Nacional / UFRJ, Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil (MNRJ) revealed the existence of 518 lots of type specimens (holotypes, neotypes, syntypes and paratypes) 

for 285 names of molluscan taxa from 88 families, including 247 gastropods, 30 bivalves, three cephalopods and five sca-

phopods. A total of 106 holotypes and one neotype are deposited in the MNRJ. Type material for ten nominal taxa de-

scribed as being deposited in the MNRJ was not located; the probable reasons are discussed. Some previously published 

erroneous information about types in the MNRJ is rectified. A total of 37 type specimens are illustrated.

Key words: types, malacological collection, mollusc, malacology, nomenclature

Introduction

Founded in 1818 by D. João of Portugal as the “Museu Real”, the Museu Nacional is the oldest museum in Brazil 
and also its oldest scientific institution (Museu Nacional, 2007). Since 1946, the museum has been part of the 
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (Universidade Federal do Rio de Janeiro—UFRJ) and it has academic, 
scientific and educational missions, aiming to develop and disseminate knowledge of natural history and 
anthropology. As part of its scientific activities, the Museu Nacional holds the most important zoological 
collections in Brazil.

Following a recommendation of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN, 1999: 72F.4) to 
encourage the publication of lists of types housed in institutions, this paper presents a catalogue of the molluscan 
types held in the Mollusca Collection of the Museu Nacional.

The Mollusca Collection of the Museu Nacional

The Mollusca Collection of the Museu Nacional (acronym MNRJ), one of the most important of its kind in South 
America, holds more than 32,000 registered lots and about 10,000 unregistered lots, which are currently being 
processed, including dry shells and preserved specimens from Brazilian and foreign provenance. The type material 

stems from studies carried out since the end of the 19th century by Brazilian and foreign researchers. 
The early beginnings of this collection are difficult to establish. The earliest reference was by Netto (1870), 

who mentioned that molluscs were exhibited in the first building of the Museu Nacional; followed by Lacerda 
(1905), who stated that these specimens were exhibited at the present location of the museum. Miranda-Ribeiro 
(1924) referred to the mollusc collection, which at that time contained 584 Brazilian species, as determined by E. 
von Martens from “Zoologisches Museum”, presently “Museum für Naturkunde”, in Berlin. 
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since he did not explicitly refer to it, and “National Museum” could mean other museums in the world, its 
establishment is not in accordance with the ICZN (1999: 16.4.2). This article requires that a new species name 
published after 1999, to be available, must be accompanied by a statement indicating the name and location of the 
collection where the holotype is deposited. Furthermore, the supposed holotype was never sent by the author to the 
MNRJ collection.

revizee, Opalia [Epitoniidae]. Lima, Christoffersen, Barros & Folly, 2012: 8, figs. 9a–e.
Remarks. The paper in which this name was published does not constitute a published work for nomenclatural 

purposes according to amendment of Article 8.5 of the International Code of Zoological Nomenclature (2012). The 
work was issued and distributed electronically only, and does not fulfil the requirements of stating the date of 
publication in the work itself and neither the taxon nor the publication has been registered in the Official Register 
of Zoological Nomenclature (ZooBank).

Although the name will be correctly published in the future, with the same type material (Lima pers. com.), for 
the moment it should be considered not available, and thus, the material cited under the number MNRJ 18307 as 
holotype is not a type. 

tarmensis, Naesiotus (Reclasta) [Bostryx, Orthalicidae]. Weyrauch, 1967b: 479, figs. 51−52. Type locality: Valley 
Río Tarma, Cerro Huayuncayo, near La Florida (11°22’13"S, 75°40’30"W, 3000−3100 m alt), Peru, Departamento 
Lima.

Remarks. MNRJ 4418, from type locality, bears a label indicating IML 12227, the abbreviation used for the 
Instituto Miguel Lillo, where types for other names described by Weyrauch (1967b) were deposited. However, the 
original publication did not list IML 12227 as a paratype lot. Although Barbosa et al. (2008) assumed MNRJ 4418 
as paratypes, we consider that they are only topotypes.
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