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Abstract

The genus Amnestus is one of the most diverse genera of burrowing bugs. In recent years it has been possible to obtain 

great quantities of specimens, including some new species, due to collecting in special habitats and using different trap-

ping techniques. In this paper we describe eleven new species for the state of Chiapas, Mexico. Full descriptions, illustra-

tions of dorsal habitus, fore and hind legs, prosternal carina, external scent efferent system, and paramere of the new 

species: A. carinopilosus, A. chiapensis, A. cristobalensis, A. denticulatus, A. laevifemoralis, A. longinoi, A. lorenae, A. 

marcelae, A. puncticarinatus, A. santiagensis, A. septemclavatus, are included. Amnestus bergrothi and Amnestus stali are 

redescribed, also illustrated, and lectotypes assigned, because they were originally described based on females. The orig-

inal description of Amnestus dallasi is also included, because it was described based on one female and it is the only spec-

imen known. Brief descriptions of the other 14 Mexican known species and their distribution are also included. A key and 

a general discussion to separate the 28 Mexican species are also provided. 
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Resumen

El género Amnestus es uno de los géneros de chinches cavadoras más diversos. En años recientes ha sido posible obtener 

una gran cantidad de especímenes, incluyendo algunas nuevas especies, gracias a la colecta en hábitats muy especializados 

y por el uso de técnicas de muestreo diferentes. Aquí se describen 11 nuevas especies para el estado de Chiapas, México. 

Se incluyen, descripciones; ilustraciones de la vista dorsal, patas anteriores y posteriores, carina prosternal, peritremo, y 

paramero de las nuevas especies: A. carinopilosus, A. chiapensis, A. cristobalensis, A. denticulatus, A. laevifemoralis, A. 

longinoi, A. lorenae, A. marcelae, A. puncticarinatus, A. santiagensis, A. septemclavatus. Amnestus bergrothi y Amnestus 

stali son redescritas, también ilustrados y se designan lectotipos, ya que originalmente fueron descritas, basadas en hem-

bras. La descripción original de Amnestus dallasi también se incluye porque fue descrita basándose en una sola hembra y 

es el único specimen qué se conoce. Breves descripciones de las otras 14 especies mexicanas conocidas y su distribución 

también se presentan. Una clave y una discusión general para separar las 28 especies Mexicanas son también incluidas. 

Palabras clave: chinches cavadoras, biodiversidad

Introduction

Amnestus Dallas (1851) and Lattinestus Eger (2008) are the only two extant genera in the subfamily Amnestinae. 

The species of Amnestus are recognized by their small size, and by the four or five marginal pegs on the juga 

(Froeschner, 1960), while those of Lattinestus are distinguished by the lack of ocelli, and by the hemelytral 

membrane which is greatly reduced, occupying 1/7 or less of hemelytral length (Eger, 2008). 

Froeschner (1960) revised the Amnestus and included 20 species distributed from western Ontario in Canada, 

through the United States, Mexico, Central America, Antilles and South America to Argentina. He also treated four 
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de insectos asociada al maiz” by Fundacion Produce (07-2004-5097). We also want to thank Mick Webb and Luis 

Hernandez from the Natural History Museum in London for their attention to several visits to the collection and for 

providing photographs from some of the types. We appreciate the assistance of Edmundo Saavedra for drawing the 

adults of A. laevifemoralis and A. longinoi, and Marcela Baez for drawing the rest of the adult specimens.
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