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Abstract

Six new species of Asymmetrasca Dlabola are described from China: A. dahaituoensis, A. helica, A. hypercurvata, A. li-

aoensis, A. reflexilis, A. uncus spp. nov. In addition, A. cienka Dworakowska, 1982, n. comb.; A. decedens Paoli, 1932 

and A. sakaii Dworakowska 1971, n. comb., are recorded from China for the first time. The following additional new com-

binations from Empoasca are also proposed: A. cisiana (Dworakowska, 1971); A. kaicola (Dworakowska, 1982), A. lu-

towa (Dworakowska, 1971), A. mona (Dworakowska, 1994), A. nipponica (Dworakowska 1982), A. rybiogon

(Dworakowska, 1971), and A. uniprossicae (Sohi, 1977). Empoasca (Empoasca) kishtwarensis Sharma, 1984 is proposed 

as a new synonym of Asymmetrasca kaicola (Dworakowska, 1982). Habitus photos and illustrations of the male genitalia 

of the new species and a key to Chinese species are provided. New names are proposed to replace two junior homonyms 

in Empoasca (Matsumurasca).

Key words: Homoptera, Auchenorrhyncha, leafhopper, morphology, taxonomy, identification

Introduction

The typhlocybine tribe Empoascini comprises 88 described genera and ca. 1300 described species and is well 

represented in temperate and tropical regions worldwide. The largest genus, Empoasca Walsh, is currently poorly 

defined and includes many species that are superficially similar due to their small size and pale green coloration. 

Several previous authors have recognized distinctive groups of species within the genus, but there has been 

disagreement in the literature over whether such groups should be recognized formally as separate genera or 

subgenera, or informally as species groups (cf., Dlabola 1958, Ghauri 1974, Dworakowska 1968, 1972, 

Dworakowska & Viraktamath 1975). One such group, based on the widespread Palaearctic species E. decedens

Paoli, has most recently been treated as the “decedens group” of Empoasca by Dworakowska (1968), but was 

previously treated as a separate genus, Asymmetrasca by Dlabola (1958) based on unique features of the male 

genitalia. Treatment of this group as a separate genus is well justified, given its substantial morphological 

differences from typical Empoasca (i.e., the New World type species, E. fabae (Harris), and its close relatives; Ross 

1959). Species of Asymmetrasca differ from Empoasca, sensu stricto, in having the male subgenital plate narrow at 

the base and lacking an angulate dorsolateral projection, setal group A arising far from the base of the plate, the 

anal hook usually with small apical denticuli and the aedeagus with a well developed dorsal apodeme, the shaft 

usually much longer than the preatrium and a single long asymmetrical process arising at the apex and extended 

basolaterad. Typical Empoasca (i.e., species most closely related to the type, E. fabae Harris) have the male 

subgenital plate with an angulate basolateral process and setal group A near the base, the anal hook simple and the 

aedeagus with the shaft much shorter than the preatrium and lacking an apical process. 
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FIGURES 131–134. Asymmetrasca uniprossicae, 131, head and thorax, dorsal view; 132, face; 133, whole body, lateral view; 

134, whole body, dorsal view.
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