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Abstract

This article presents a revision on all species of genus Nicephora Bolívar, 1900, describes 1 new species distribute in Chi-

na ally to this genus. A key to species of the genus is given.
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Introduction

The genus Nicephora was proposed by Bolívar (1900) for 4 species distributed in India on the basis of the 

denticular process of the male cerci. Subsequently, 2 Sri Lanka species were described by Carl (1921) and Henry 

(1932). Gorochov (1993) proposed subgenus Dianicephora based on the number of sclerites in male genitalia for 

Nicephora mirabilis and described the female for the first time, In addition he proposed another subgenus 

Eunicephora with 1 species distributed in Vietnam in 1998. Presently, there are 7 species in Nicephora, but no 

mention Gorochov was made in 1993 and 1998 of the 2 Sri Lanka species even though they show considerable 

differences to the Indian species with respect to the male cerci and subgenital plate. It seems that those species 

belong to another genus. In this paper, we describe 1 new species Nicephora dianxiensis sp. nov. from China, 

review the genus and provide a new key to all species. Materials of the new species are deposited in the SEM 

(Shanghai Entomological Museum, CAS.)

In figures of genitalia, sclerotized parts are bold.

Nicephora Bolívar, 1900

Nicephora Bolívar, 1900. Ann. Soc. ent. Fr., 68: 770; Kirby, 1906. A Synonymic Catalogue of Orthoptera, 2: 374; Caudell, 

1912. Genera Insectorum, 138: 2, 3–4; Karny, 1924. Treubia, 5 (1–3): 108; Gorochov, 1993. Zoosystematica Rossica, 2 

(1): 83; Gorochov, 1998. Zoosystematica Rossica, 7 (1): 115.

Body small. Brachypterous (tegmina longer than pronotum). Fastigium of vertex short, obtuse and tuberculate, 

frons transverse. Final segment of maxillary palpi longer than the preceding one. Pronotum without humeral sinus; 

auditory foramina of thorax entirely exposed. Tegmina with stridulating organ in male, hind wing reduced. 

Auditory foramina of fore tibiae open on both sides, hind tibiae with 2 pairs of apical spurs. Male 10th abdominal 

tergite with middle more or less notched at the hind margin, various; epiproct well developed; cerci elongate, with 

numerous processes; subgenital plate with small styli; genitalia with sclerites hidden by membranous folds. Female 

with various subgenital plate, ovipositor is shorter than hind femora, ventral valve with small apical hook.
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Description. Male. Pronotum long and rather low, hind lobe elongate. Tegmina reaches base of cerci, strongly 

narrowing to round apex, stridulatory apparatus entirely conceal beneath the hind margin of pronotum. Spines of 

the fore and middle tibiae long, fore tibiae with spines armed 4, 4 (1, 1). Male 10th abdominal simple, without lobes; 

cerci upper medial process not bifurcated, lower denticulate process short, distal part long with curved apex. 

Genitalia with an apical and a pair of lateral sclerites. Subgenital plate long and narrow, hind margin little notched, 

styli short.

Female unknown.

Coloration. Brownish, antennae with numerous brownish spots. Apical part of hind femora and tibiae 

darkened, fore and middle tibiae spines dark. Abdominal tergites darkish, cerci very dark, abdominal sternites and 

subgenital plate greenish.

Measurement. (length in mm) Body: ♂8.5–9.5; pronotum: ♂5.2–5.6; tegmina: ♂5.5–6.0; hind femora: 

♂10.5–11.0.

Distribution. Vietnam (Tam Dao).

Nicephora dianxiensis Wang & Liu sp. nov.

(Figs. 33–39)

Materials. Holotype ♂, paratypes: 3♂♂, 1♀, China: Yunnan, Lushui country, Yaojiaping, 2700m, 2010.VI.21–23, 

leg. BI-Wenxuan.

Description. Male. Fastigium of vertex conical, with weak dorsal groove. Pronotum long and low, metazona 

very long, hind margin little point. Tegmina almost as long as pronotum, reaches base of 7th abdominal tergite, apex 

pointed, venation clear. Fore tibiae with spines armed 3, 3 (1, 1), mid tibiae with 3 inner and 3 outer spines, hind 

tibiae each margin above with 20~22 dorsal teeth and 2 pairs of apical spurs. 10th abdominal without lobes, hind 

margin little sinuate; cerci with small pointed upper medial process, lower process foliaceous, down curved, apex 

with 2 teeth (Figs. 34, 36–38); middle part incurved, apical part straight and apex rounded. Genitalia with a pair of 

upper protruding and lower rounded sclerites (Fig. 37). Subgenital plate is longer than wide, apical part of each 

side in front of styli with a weak carina, hind margin notched, styli short (Fig. 36).

Female. Metazona shorter, more pointed. Tegmina short, interlaced. Subgenital plate almost triangular, with 

axis grooved deeply, hind margin pointed (Fig. 39). Ovipositor with very weak apical hook.

Coloration. Pale brownish, antennae with darkish rings. Base of each tibiae with a darkened spot. Dorsal of 

abdominal with a longitudinal darkish band.

Measurement. (length in mm) Body: ♂8.5–9.5, ♀7.0; pronotum: ♂4.4–4.6, ♀4.0; tegmina: ♂4.0–4.2, ♀3.5; 

hind femora: ♂6.9–7.8, ♀8.5; Ovipositor 8.2.

Discussion. This new species without densely denticulate apex in male cerci, integrated features are very close 

to Eunicephora in type of male cerci and number of genital sclerites; it distinguishes with the preceding species by 

processes of male cerci and the shape of sclerites in genitalia. 

Distribution. China (Yunnan)

Acknowledgments

Thanks to Dr. Jin Xingbao who did the primary research on this group several years ago and allowed us to use her 

valuable notes. This work was supported by the Shanghai Rising-Star Program (No. 10QH1400700) and the 

Scientific Research Innovation Foundation of East China Normal University (78210268). 

References

Bolívar, I. (1900) Les Orthopteres de St-Joseph’s College a trichinopoly (Sud de I’Inde). Annales de la Société Entomologique 

de France., 68, 761–812.

Eades, D.C., Otte, D., Cigliano, M.M. & Braun, H. (2013) Orthoptera Species File. Version 5.0/5.0. http://

Orthoptera.SpeciesFile.org (Accessed 6 June 2013)
 Zootaxa 3737 (2)  © 2013 Magnolia Press  ·  165REVIEW OF GENUS NICEPHORA BOLÍVAR



Carl, J. (1921) Phasgonurides nouveaux du Muséum de Genève. Revue Suisse de Zoologia, 28 (14), 301–309.

Caudell, A.N. (1912) Orthoptera. Family Locustidae, Subfamilies Meconeminae, Phyllophorinae, Tympanophyllorinae, 

Phasgonurinae, Phasmodinae, Bradyporinae. Genera Insectorum, 138, ii+25+pls. 1, 2.

Gorochov, A.V. (1993) A contribution to the knowledge of the tribe Meconematini (Orthoptera: Tettigoniidae). Zoosystematica 

Rossica, 2 (1), 63–92.

Gorochov, A.V. (1998) New and little known Meconematinae of the tribes Meconematini and Phlugidini (Orthoptera: 

Tettigoniidae). Zoosystematica Rossica, 7 (1), 101–131.

Henry, G.M. (1932) Notes on Ceylon Tettigoniidae, with descriptions of new species. Part I. Ceylon Science Journal 

(Biological Science), 16 (3), 229–256.

Hollier, J. (2010) An annotated catalogue of the primary type specimens of the Orthoptera (Insecta) species described by 

Johann Carl and Adolf Fritze. Revue Suisse de Zoologia, 117 (1), 23–44.

Kirby, W.F. (1906) A Synonymic Catalogue of Orthoptera. Printed by order of the Trustees by British Museum, London, 2, 562 

pp.

Karny, H.H. (1924) VII. Prodromus der Malayischen Meconeminae. Treubia, 5 (1–3), 105–136.

Paris, M. (1994) Catálogo de tipos de ortopteroides (Insecta) de Ignacio Bolivar, I.: Blattaria, Mantodea, Phasmoptera y 

Orthoptera (Stenopelmatoidea, Rhaphidophoroidea, Tettigonioidea, Grylloidea, Tetrigoidea). Eos, Revista española de 

Entomología (Eos), 69, 205.
WANG ET AL.166  ·  Zootaxa 3737 (2)  © 2013 Magnolia Press


	Abstract
	Introduction
	Nicephora Bolívar, 1900
	Key to species of genus Nicephora Bolívar, 1900
	Nicephora (Nicephora) Bolívar, 1900
	Nicephora (Nicephora) subulata Bolívar, 1900
	Nicephora? forficulata Carl, 1921
	Nicephora? hakgallae Henry, 1932
	Nicephora (Dianicephora) Gorochov, 1993
	Nicephora (Dianicephora) mirabilis Bolívar, 1900
	Nicephora (Eunicephora) Gorochov, 1998
	Nicephora (Eunicephora) ulla Gorochov, 1998
	Nicephora dianxiensis Wang & Liu sp. nov.
	Acknowledgments
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




