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Abstract

A catalog of mammalian type specimens in the collections of Natural History Museum, University of Oslo, Norway, is 

presented. All type specimens in the Museum’s mammal collection were revisited and the respective label information 

was compared with the data provided in the original descriptions. Most taxa were described from type series with no spec-

imen particularly assigned to holotype. The compiled catalog of the type specimens is not intended as a taxonomic revision 

of the respective taxa, which is why we have not designated lectotypes from the collection’s type series. Specimens that 

were clearly marked as “the type” in the original description were considered holotypes. The catalog consists of 19 taxa, 

with the year of authority corrected for three taxa.
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Introduction

The International Commission for Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN) states in article 72.10 of the fourth edition of 

the Code (ICZN 1999): “Holotypes, syntypes, lectotypes, and neotypes are the bearers of the scientific names of all 

animal taxa. They are the international standards of reference that provide objectivity in zoological nomenclature. 

They are held in trust for science by all zoologists and by the persons responsible for their safe keeping”. 

Recommendation 72F emphasizes: “Every institution in which name-bearing types are deposited should publish 

lists of name-bearing types in its possession or custody”. 

In accordance with the recommendations for the Code, it is our goal to give an account of all the specimens 

that have been classified as types from the collection of mammals in the Natural History Museum, University of 

Oslo, Oslo, Norway (NHM). 

Most mammalian specimens described here were collected when the capital of Norway, Oslo, was known as 

the city of Christiania (1624–1925). The Natural Museum was established in 1813; the Zoological Museum was 

located in the city center of Christiania. In 1910, the Zoological Museum was opened in a new building in the 

Botanical Garden at Tøyen, a neighborhood slightly outside the city center. The Zoological Museum had the status 

of an institute under the Faculty for Mathematics and Sciences of the University of Oslo until 1999 when it was 

merged with the Geological Museum, Botanical Museum, and Botanical Garden into the Natural History Museum, 

University of Oslo (NHM). In connection with the 200th anniversary of the University of Oslo in 2011, the 

Zoological Museum was named “Robert Collett’s House” in honor of Robert Collett, a famous Norwegian 

zoologist, curator, director and professor at the Zoological Museum.

Robert Collett (1842– 1913) started his scientific career as a scientific assistant of Professor Halvor H. Rasch 

in 1871. In 1874, he became curator at the Zoological Museum, and was appointed professor at the same institution 

in 1885. Collett was the director of the Zoological Museum from 1882 until he passed away in 1913. He 

contributed considerably to extending the Museum’s collection of vertebrates and was pivotal in organizing 

Norwegian expeditions to Africa, Australia, and Borneo aiming at collecting animals for the Christiana-based 

Zoological Museum. Ten of the 19 mammalian taxa that are represented with type specimens from the NHM 

collections were described by Collett (Table 1). 
Accepted by P. Gaubert: 30 Oct. 2013; published: 15 Nov. 2013 

Licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution License http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0

 587



References

Archer, M. (1981) Results of the Archbold Expeditions. No. 104. Systematic revision of the marsupial dasyurid genus 

Sminthopsis Thomas. Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History, 168, 61–224.

Collett, R. (1884) On some apparently new marsupials from Queensland. Proceedings of the Scientific Meetings of the 

Zoological Society of London, 1884, 381–389.  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1096-3642.1884.tb02840.x

Collett, R. (1885a) Echidna acanthion, en sandsynligvis ubeskreven Art Myre-Pinsvin fra Nord-Queensland. Forhandlinger i 

Videnskabs-Selskabet i Christiania, 1884 (13), 1–12. 

Collett, R. (1885b) On Echidna acanthion from Northern Queensland. Proceedings of the Scientific Meetings of the Zoological 

Society of London, 1885, 148–161.  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1096-3642.1885.tb02889.x 

Collett, R. (1887a) On Phascologale virginiæ, a rare pouched mouse from Northern Queensland. Proceedings of the Scientific 

Meetings of the Zoological Society of London, 1886, 548–549. 

Collett, R. (1887b) On a collection of mammals from Central and Northern Queensland. Zoologische Jahrbücher, 2, 829–940.

Collett, R. (1893) On a new monkey from North-east Sumatra. Proceedings of the Scientific Meetings of the Zoological Society 

of London, 1892, 613–617. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1096-3642.1892.tb01787.x

Collett, R. (1895) On a new Pseudochirus from N.W. Australia. Zoologisher Anzeiger, 1895, 464–468. 

Collett, R. (1897) On a collection of mammals from North and Northwest Australia. Proceedings of the Scientific Meetings of 

the Zoological Society of London, 1897, 317–336. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1469-7998.1897.tb00019.x

Collett, R. (1911–1912) Norges Pattedyr. H. Aschehoug & Co. (W. Nygaard), Kristiania, 744 pp. 

Gyldenstolpe, N. (1920) On a collection of mammals made in Eastern and Central Borneo by Mr. Carl Lumholtz. Kunglia 

Svenska Vetenskapsakademiens Handlingar, 60 (6), 1–62. 

ICZN (1999) International Code of Zoological Nomenclature. Fourth Edition. The International Trust for Zoological 

Nomenclature, London, 336 pp. 

Iredale, T. & Troughton, E.L.E.G. (1934) A check-list of the mammals recorded from Australia. Memoir Australian Museum, 6, 

1–122.  

http://dx.doi.org/10.3853/j.0067-1967.6.1934.516

Lønnberg, E. (1924) Notes on a Paradoxure from Central Borneo. Nyt Magazin for Naturvidenskaberne, 62, 60–62. 

Perrin, W.F. (2012) Delphinus leucopleurus Rasch, 1843. In: Perrin, W.F. (Ed.), World Cetacea Database. Available from: http:/

/www.marinespecies.org/cetacea/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=383869 (Accessed 26 November 2012)

Rasch, H. (1843a) Beskrivelse over en i Christianiafjorden fanget nye Delphinart. Nyt Magazin for Naturvidenskaberne, 4, 97–

125.

Rasch, H. (1843b) Anmerkning til dette heftes förste (4de Binds 7de) stykke. Nyt Magazin for Naturvidenskaberne, 4, 202.

Sivertsen, E. (1953) A new species of sea lion, Zalophus wollebæki, from the Galapagos Island. Det Konglige Norske 

Videnskabers Selskabs Forhandlinger, 26 (1), 1–3.

Thomas, O. (1904) New species of Pteropus, Mus, and Pogonomys from the Australian region. Novitates Zoologicae, 11, 597–

600. 

Thomas, O. (1926) LXXVI. – On various mammals obtained during Capt. Wilkins' expedition in Australia. Annals and 

Magazine of Natural History, 17, 625–635. 

Wilson, D.E. & Reeder, D.M. (Eds.) (2005) Mammal Species of the World: A Taxonomic and Geographic Reference. Third 

edition, 2 Vols. Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore, 2142 pp. 
 Zootaxa 3736 (5)  © 2013 Magnolia Press  ·  597MAMMAL TYPE SPECIMENS AT NHM OSLO

http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1096-3642.1884.tb02840.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1096-3642.1884.tb02840.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1096-3642.1885.tb02889.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1096-3642.1892.tb01787.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1096-3642.1892.tb01787.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1469-7998.1897.tb00019.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1469-7998.1897.tb00019.x
http://dx.doi.org/10.3853/j.0067-1967.6.1934.516
http://dx.doi.org/10.3853/j.0067-1967.6.1934.516
http://dx.doi.org/10.3853/j.0067-1967.6.1934.516
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00222932608633458

	Abstract
	Methods
	Accounts of type specimens
	Echidna acanthion Collett, 1885
	Sminthopsis nitella Collett, 1897
	References


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




