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Abstract

A new species of the genus Liolaemus (Iguania: Liolaemidae) is described from the province of Tucuman, northwestern
Argentina. This new lizard species isamember of the L. boulengeri group and within this group, it isamember of the L.
darwinii subgroup. It is found at a site called Los Cardones (Km 98), at an altitude of 2725 m, near Amaicha del Valle,
Tucuman province. Including this new species, the L. darwinii subgroup now has 20 species. Liolaemus pacha sp. nov.
was known as L. quilmes, but differences mainly in size (snout-vent-length and head measurements) and in color pattern
show that it clearly separates from this species and others of this group. Male and female snout-vent lengths, male width,
height and length of head are greater than in L. quilmes. It also exhibits alarger and wider male torso, larger hand, and a
greater number of gular scales and scales around the body. Adult males of L. pacha sp. nov. present a more marked col-
oration pattern, with numerous light blue and white spots, discontinuous yellow dorsolateral stripes, paravertebrals and
prescapular black spot enlarged and more conspicuous than in males of L. quilmes.
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Resumen

Se describe una nueva especie del género Liolaemus (Iguania: Liolaemidae) de la provincia de Tucuman, noroeste argen-
tino. Esta nueva especie de lagartija es un miembro del grupo L. boulengeri, y dentro de este grupo es un miembro del
subgrupo L. darwinii. Se encuentra en un sitio llamado L os Cardones (Km 98), aunaaltitud de 2725 m, cercade Amaicha
del Valle, provincia de Tucuman. Incluyendo esta nueva especie, € subgrupo L. darwinii ahora contiene 20 especies. Li-
olaemus pacha sp. nov. se conocia como L. quilmes, pero diferencias, principalmente en el tamafio (longitud hocico-clo-
acay medidas de la cabeza) y patron de coloracion, la separa claramente de esta especiey del resto del grupo. Longitudes
hocico-cloacade machosy hembras, ancho, alturay longitud de la cabeza en machos son mayores que en L. quilmes. Tam-
bién se observa en machos un torso més largo y ancho, una mano més larga, y un mayor nimero de escamas gulares y
escamas alrededor del cuerpo. Machos adultos de L. pacha sp. nov. presentan un patron de coloracion mas marcado, con
numerosas manchas celestesy blancas, bandas dorsol ateral es amarillas discontinuas, paravertebralesy manchanegra pre-
escapular agrandada y més conspicua que en machos de L. quilmes.
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Introduction

The genus Liolaemus is a particularly diverse group of iguanian lizards, with approximately 223 species described
to date (Lobo et al. 2010). Within this genus, Etheridge (1995) proposed the boulengeri group based on the
presence of an enlarged patch of scales on the posterior thigh. Among the subgroups of Liolaemusisthe L. darwinii
group (Abdala 2007), originally proposed by Etheridge (1993) as the darwinii complex, supported by the presence
of straight-edged crowns on the posterior teeth and marked sexual dichromatism. Abdala (2007) recovered the
clade L. darwinii group which resembles the darwinii complex of Etheridge (including 7 more new species). The
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