EE Zootaxa 3681 (4): 413439 ISSN 1175-5326 (print edition)

WWW.mapress.com/zootaxa/ A r t I CI e Z OOTAXA

Copyright © 2013 Magnolia Press ISSN 1175-5334 (online edition)

http://dx.doi.org/10.11646/zootaxa.3681.4.6
http://zoobank.org/urn:lsid:zoobank.org: pub: FD512749-AB7A-4EC5-9983-BDC648B 78FC6

A new microendemic species of Tropidurus (Squamata: Tropiduridae)
from southern Brazil and revalidation of Tropidurus catalanensis
Gudynas & Skuk, 1983

TOBIAS SARAIVA KUNZ & MARCIO BORGES-MARTINS

Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul, Instituto de Biociéncias, Departamento de Zoologia. Laboratério de Herpetologia and
Programa de P6s-Graduacéo em Biologia Animal. Avenida Bento Gongal ves 9500. CEP 91540-000. Porto Alegre, RS, Brazl. E-mail:
tskunz@gmail.com, borges.martins@ufrgs.br

Abstract

The South American and cis-andean lizard genus Tropidurus has acomplex taxonomic history. Most specieswere recently
described and previous revisions included few specimens from the southern part of the continent. Tropidurus torquatus
has the broadest geographi ¢ distribution in the genus and several morphol ogical and ecological differenceswere described
within its distribution. We analyzed the geographic variation in external morphological characters of Tropidurus
torquatus, including large number of samplesfrom southern Brazil. Tropidurus catalanensisisrevalidated and Tropidurus
imbituba sp. nov., with arestrict distribution in the southern coast of Brazil, is described. The new speciesis distinguished
from Tropidurus catalanensis by the number of dorsal scales. It can be distinguished from T. catalanensisand T. torquatus
by adistinct orange ventral coloration in adults, which can reach thelateral portion of the body inadult males. Our analysis
also suggests that at least two other undescribed species could be recognized under the name Tropidurus torquatus in
southeastern and central Brazil.
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I ntroduction

Among the lizard genus Tropidurus Wied-Neuwied, 1825, the torquatus group is characterized by lacking an
enlarged middorsal scale row, imbricate and keeled dorsal scales and in not being extremely flattened. Lizards in
this group are heliothermic, abundant, and broadly distributed along most of the open formations of South America
east of the Andes, from Venezuelato northern Argentina and Uruguay (Rodrigues 1987; Frost et al. 2001).

Tropidurus torquatus (Wied-Neuwied, 1820) has a complex taxonomic history summarized in Rodrigues
(1987) and Frost (1992). Its origina description doesn’t mention type specimens or locality, but according to
Wied'sitinerary it can be stated that his descriptions were based on specimens from eastern Brazil (see Rodrigues
1987). Burt and Burt (1930, 1931) synonymized T. hispidus (Spix, 1825) and T. hygomi (Reinhardt & L {tken,
1861) with T. torquatus. This taxonomy remained until Vanzolini and Gomes (1979) recognized T. hygomi as a
valid species, athough Etheridge (1970) had also considered both T. hygomi and T. hispidus as valid species
without justification.

Tropidurus etheridgei Cel, 1982 was described from the arid Chacoan of western Argentina. In the original
description, the author stated that “prior to the work of Burt and Burt (1930) it had long been believed that there
were two widespread species— Tropidurus hispidus (Spix, 1825) with large body scales (54—94 around midbody) in
northern an northeastern South America, and a small-scaled species (90-140 around midbody), T. torquatus (Wied,
1820) in eastern and southern Brasil” (Cei 1982, page 6). He argued that by having intermediate scale counts
between T. hispidus and T. torquatus, specimens of his new species had lead Burt and Burt (1930) to recognize
these taxa as subspecies. Cei aso stated that “the small-scaled populations in northeastern Argentina, Paraguay and
southern and eastern Brazil, formerly all included under the name torquatus, now appear to involve more than one
taxon — torquatus, restricted to the eastern coast of Brazil north of Rio de Janeiro, and an unnamed taxon in the
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