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New species of Lebiasina (Ostariophysi: Characiformes: Lebiasinidae) from the 
upper Mazaruni River drainage, Guyana
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Abstract 

Lebiasina ardilai is described from the upper Mazaruni in Guyana. The new species differs from all its congeners by its 
color pattern consisting of: a narrow, nearly straight primary stripe, extending from posterior to humeral blotch to near the 
vertical through anal-fin origin, being absent or inconspicuous in females and conspicuously marked in males; the pres-
ence of four series of dark blotches at the distal border of the scales of longitudinal series 2–5; the faint secondary stripe 
running onto scales of second and third longitudinal row of scales; intermediate stripe absent; and the posteriorly displaced 
caudal blotch, not reaching the posterior tip of caudal peduncle.
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Resumo 

Lebiasina ardilai é descrita do alto rio Mazaruni na Guiana. A nova espécie difere de todas as congêneres pelo padrão de 
colorido, consistindo em: faixa primária estreita, quase reta, estendendo-se desde a mancha umeral até próximo à vertical 
que passa pela origem da nadadeira anal, estando ausente ou inconspícua em fêmeas e distintamente marcada em machos; 
a presença de quatro séries de manchas escuras na borda posterior das escamas das séries longitudinais 2–5; a faixa se-
cundária clara, passando pelas escamas da segunda e terceira séries longitudinais; faixa intermediária ausente; e a mancha 
caudal deslocada posteriormente, não alcançando a borda do pedúnculo caudal anteriormente. 

Introduction

The systematics of the Lebiasinidae has been left neglected for decades since the publication of the revisions of 
Nannostomus by Weitzman (1966) and Weitzman & Cobb (1975). Posterior to those papers, a series of recent 
contributions have increased the known diversity of the family through species descriptions, mainly from the 
Guyana and Brazilian Shields (Ardila-Rodríguez, 1999, 2000, 2004; Géry & Zarske, 2002; Netto-Ferreira et al., 
2011; Netto-Ferreira, 2012). Géry & Zarske (2002), Netto-Ferreira et al. (2011) and Netto-Ferreira (2012) 
mentioned the occurrence of a new species of Lebiasina from the Mazaruni River basin, Guyana. Recent 
expeditions to the upper Mazaruni River basin by the Royal Ontario Museum and the University of Guyana have 
yielded additional specimens and the new species is described herein.
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