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Abstract

We revised the taxonomic status of Amphisbaena prunicolor and A. albocingulata, two taxa traditionally recognized as
subspecies of A. prunicolor in the A. darwini complex. Despite some authors elevated both taxa to the specific rank, its
taxonomic decisions were made without specific commentaries and/or proper diagnostic characters. The comparison of
morphological characters between the two taxa with other similar species, associated with A. darwini (A. darwini, A.
heterozonata, A. munoai and A. trachura), revealed a unique combination of diagnostic characters. Amphisbaena pruni-
color and A. albocingulata were considered distinct species, diagnosable by the presence of the postmalar row in A. pru-
nicolor, absent in A. albocingulata and by the ventral colour pattern uniform (pale brown) in A. albocingulata and
checkerboard (brown-purplish and white) in A. prunicolor. We also provided a redescription of the two species, informa-
tion onintraspecific variation in A. munoai and suggested the extension of the distribution of A. darwini to southern Brazil.
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Resumo

Revisamos o status taxondmico de Amphisbaena prunicolor e A. albocingulata, dois taxons tradicionalmente considera-
dos subespécies de A. prunicolor no complexo de A. darwini. Apesar de alguns autores elevarem os dois taxons a nivel
especifico, as decisdes taxondmicas foram feitas sem comentérios especificos e/ou diagnoses apropriadas. A comparagdo
dos caracteres morfol 6gicos das duas espécies com outras similares, associadas a A. darwini (A. darwini, A. heterozonata,
A. munoai e A. trachura) revelam uma combinagdo de caracteres diagnosticos. Amphisbaena prunicolor e A. albocingu-
lata sBo consideradas espécies distintas, diagnosticaveis pelapresencadafileirade pés-malaresem A. prunicolor, ausente
em A. albocingulata e pelo padrao de coloracdo ventral, marrom claro uniforme em A. albocingulata e marrom arroxeado
com escamas claras formando um padrao axadrezado em A. prunicolor. Apresentamos a redescricdo das duas espécies,
informagBes sobre variag8o geogréficas intraespecificaem A. munoai e sugerimos a extensao da distribui¢cdo geografica
de A. darwini para o sul do Brasil.
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I ntroduction

Amphisbaena Linnaeus 1758 is the most diverse genus in the suborder Amphisbaenia Gray 1844, with 104
recognized species distributed from South to Central America (Vanzolini 2002; Castro-Mello 2003; Gans 2005;
Thomas & Hedges 2006; Mott et al. 2008; Ribeiro et al. 2008; Mott et al. 2009; Ribeiro et al. 2009; Striissmann &
Mott 2009; Pinna et al. 2010; Ribeiro et al. 2011). This number of species includes the taxa formerly placed in the
South American genera Anops Bell 1833, Aulura Barbour 1914, Bronia Gray 1865, Cercolophia Vanzolini 1992
and Leposternon Wagler 1824, recently synonymized with Amphisbaena (Mott & Vieites 2009).
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