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Abstract

The Aradidae (Hemiptera) of the Neotropical Region are cataloged. A total of 80 genera and 509 species are listed together 
with their synonyms. References are given to the original descriptions and the subsequent taxonomic position, the location 
of types and the geographic distribution. A comprehensive bibliography is provided.

Key words: Aradidae, catalog, Neotropical, taxonomy, distribution

Introduction

The family Aradidae has been within the Infraorder Pentatomomorpha Leston et al., (1954). Aradidae are com-
monly known as “flat bugs”. Most of the species are subcortical and mycetophagous. Their flattened form and 
somber colours are well adapted for a life on or under the bark of dead trees and the coiled setae are a remarkable 
adaptation for juices of fungi. Are generally sombre in colour, black or brown and elliptical, oval, or rectangular 
shape. They range from 3 to 11 mm in length. Many tropical species are wingless and the dorsal surface frequently 
appearing granular or rugose. In general, they have one or two annual generations and are represented in all the bio-
geographical regions of the world. Eggs are deposited in frass beneath bark or in rotten logs or stumps or glued to 
the surface of bark or fungi. Within this family are important forest pests as Aradus cinnamomeus Panzer however 
feeds on the phloem, cambium and xylem of living Pinus sp and Larix sp (Pinacea) (Kiritshenko, 1913) and causes 
stunting of the growth of these trees (Strawinski, 1925). Specimens of this species are sometimes grouped in large 
colonies preferably on young pine trees, 7 to 12 cm. in diameter, sucking the leaves and twigs. Today flat bugs are 
grouped into 8 subfamilies: Aneurinae, Aradinae, Calisiinae, Carventinae, Chinamyersiinae Isoderminae, Meziri-
nae and Prosympiestinae (Schuh & Slater, 1996). The subfamily Chinamyersiinae is classified in two tribes: Treto-


