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Abstract

A new genus, Neocnemodus gen. nov., is erected to accommodate Neopamera mumfordi (Van Duzee) from the Marquesas
Islands; the species is redescribed and illustrated, and its relationships with the genera Cnemodus Herrich-Schaeffer and
Andercnemodus Brailovsky & Cervantes-Peredo are analysed. Another Marquesas Island myodochine species, Remaudiereana
castanea (Van Duzee), is redescribed, illustrated, and its generic placement discussed.
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Introduction

The worldwide distributed Myodochini is among the most diverse of the 14 tribes of Rhyparochromidae (Dellapé
& Henry 2010). The tribe is more diverse in the Neotropical Region, where about one half of the genera occur.
Only six genera are known from the Pacific Oceanic islands: Remaudiereana Hoberlandt, Pamerarma Malipatil,
Paromius Fieber, Gyndes Stål, Pseudopachybrachius Malipatil, and Horridipamera Malipatil (Harrington 1980). 

Van Duzee (1932) described Ptochiomera caeca in “New Hemiptera Heteroptera from the Marquesas,” and
stated that at first he considered it a brachypterous form of Ptochiomera castanea, which he described in the same
paper: “At first I was inclined to consider this a brachypterous form of castanea.” Van Duzee (1935) proposed
Ptochiomera mumfordi as a replacement name for P. caeca, as this was preoccupied.

Scudder (1970) transferred both species to Pachybrachius Hahn without any explanation. Harrington (1980)
raised from synonymy the genus Remaudiereana Hoberlandt (synonymized with Pachybrachius by Malipatil,
1978) and included 18 species, including P. castanea. In the same paper, the related P. mumfordi was transferred
from Pachybrachius to the newly described genus Neopamera, and thus P. mumfordi was the only non-American
species. Neopamera has been lately proven to be a highly polyphyletic genus (Dellapé 2005, 2008). 

In this contribution we provide an illustrated redescription of the species N. mumfordi, with the view to provide
detailed justification for its placement in a new monotypic genus Neocnemodus gen. nov. A description of the
genus, along with notes on its comparison with other related genera, Cnemodus Herrich-Schaeffer and
Andercnemodus Brailovsky & Cervantes-Peredo, is provided. 

Additionally, a redescription and illustrations of another Marquesas Island species, Remaudiereana castanea,
and a discussion on its systematic position is given.


