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Abstract

Two syntopic species of Cnemidophorus are described from the Caatingas of the Parque Nacional da Serradas Confusdes
(PNSC), located in the Southwestern region of the state of Piaui in Brazil. Both species are assigned to the ocellifer group,
differing from all other members of the group by their distinct color pattern and lepidosis. Besides these differences, both
new species share anumber of particular features with other members of the group. One of them, C. venetacaudus, shares
with C. abaetensis and C. littoralis the presence of spurs in the heels of males, six supraciliar scales, a high number of
femoral pores (from 21-45), arow of enlarged scalesin the dorsal region of the arm, 8-10 rows of ventral scales, and a
bright bluish-green tail, while the other species, C. confusionibus, shareswith C. ocellifer, C. mumbuca, and C. jalapensis
alow number of femoral pores, enlarged scales in the temporal region (posterior to third subocular), 5 supraciliar scales,
and 6-8 rows of ventral scales. Based on these comparisons, we suggest that the ocellifer group is more complex than
previously admitted, being composed by at |east two morphologically recognizabl e species subgroups.
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Resumen

En el presente trabajo se describen dos sintdpicas especies de Cnemidophorus de las Caatingas del Parque Nacional da
Serradas Confusfes (PNSC), localizado al sudoeste del estado de Piaui. Ambas especi es descriptas son asignadas al grupo
ocdllifer, yaque presentan | os caracteres diagnésticos del mismo, pero a su vez muestran importante variacion en el patrén
de coloracion como asi también en lalepidosis, que las distinguen del resto delas especies. Unadeéllas, C. venetacaudus,
comparte con C. abaetensisy C. littoralis |a presencia de espinas en |os talones de |os machos, seis supraciliares, un ele-
vado nimero de poros femorales (de 21 a 45), una hilera de escamas agrandadas en laregion dorsal del himero, de8a 10
hileras de escamas ventralesy lacolade color verde azulada, mientras que la otra especie, C. confusionibus, comparte con
C. ocellifer, C. mumbucay C. jalapensis un bajo nimero de poros femorales (de 11 a 21), escamas agrandadas en laregion
temporal (posterior ala 3° subocular), 5 supraciliares, de 6 a 8 hileras de escamas ventrales, entre otros. En base a estas
comparaciones, sugerimos que el grupo ocellifer es un complejo de especies compuesto por al menos dos subgrupos de
especies morfol ogicamente distinguibles.

Introduction

Until recently, the genus Cnemidophorus was considered one of the most speciose and widely distributed teiid
genus, with more than 60 known species ranging from Northern United States to Central Argentina (Wright, 1993;
Reeder et al., 2002; Calli et al., 2003a). Recently, Reeder et al. (2002) resurrected Aspidoscelis to include most
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