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Abstract

We provide a synthesis of all mammal taxa described from the African mainland, Madagascar and all surrounding islands 
in the 20 years since 1988, thereby supplementing the earlier works of G.M. Allen (1939) and W.F.H. Ansell (1989), and 
bringing the list of African mammals described over the last 250 years current to December 2008. We list 175 new extant 
taxa, including five new genera, one new subgenus, 138 new species and 31 new subspecies, including remarks, where 
relevant, on the current systematic position of each taxon. Names of seven species of primates are emended, according to 
the requirements of the ICZN. The taxonomic group in which the largest number of new taxa has been described is the 
Primates, with two new genera, 47 new species and 11 new subspecies, while geographically the biggest increase in new 
species descriptions has been on the island of Madagascar, accounting for roughly half (67) of all new species described 
in the past 20 years. Nearly half of all new species listed currently are assessed as Data Deficient on the IUCN Red List 
of Threatened Species (49 of 101 listed species) suggesting further research is urgently needed to help clarify the status 
of those recently described species.
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Introduction

The most recent classification of mammals recognizes 5,416 species in 1,229 genera (Wilson & Reeder 2005). 
An average of 223 new valid species have been described per decade since the birth of modern taxonomic 
nomenclature in 1758, and this rate is increasing. Between mid-1992, when the second edition of Mammal 
Species of the World (Wilson & Reeder 1993) was going to press, and mid-2006, 341 new living mammal 
species were described—a rate of 24+ new descriptions per year (Reeder et al. 2007). 

Glover M. Allen provided the names of Recent African mammal taxa in his landmark A Checklist of 
African Mammals published in 1939. This work listed all African mammals described from the starting point 
of zoological nomenclature (Linnaeus in 1758) to July 1938, and has been the foundation for subsequent 
taxonomic treatises on African mammals (e.g. Ellerman et al. 1953; Meester & Setzer 1971–1977; Meester et 
al. 1986). Over the 50 years following the issue of Allen’s Checklist, substantial advances were made in the 
study of African mammals and many new taxa were described. A revision of Allen’s list became necessary, 
and Frank Ansell, a veteran authority on African mammals (e.g. Ansell 1960, 1978; Ansell & Dowsett 1988) 
assumed responsibility for undertaking an update of Allen’s list. In 1989, he published an extension to Allen’s 
tome, entitled African Mammals: 1938–1988 (Ansell 1989), which provided information on mammal taxa 
described between the completion of Allen’s work in July 1938 and 31st December 1988—just over half a 
century—and included a number of names omitted from Allen’s earlier synthesis. 

The last two decades have been a very exciting period for Afrotropical mammalogy. The region continues 
to enjoy the attention of much regional and international research. An increasing number of countries that 


