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Abstract

The genus Ctenostylum Macquart, 1851 was known only from two male specimens, one from Brazil and one from Costa 
Rica. Ctenostylum fuscomaculatum n. sp., is described based in one female specimen collected in the Amazon Basin, the 
third specimen known. The diagnosis of the genus Ctenostylum is redefined and its relationships with other ctenostylid 
genera are discussed.
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Introduction

Ctenostylidae is a little-known family which now includes 13 described species in seven genera from the 
Neotropical, Afrotropical, Palaearctic and Oriental Regions (table 1). 

The name Ctenostylidae was used by Brues and Melander (1932), Lopes (1935) who also reviewed the 
history of the family and McAlpine (1989). These authors recognized it as a distinct family but of obscure 
relationships. In the Neotropical Region it was catalogued within the family Pyrgotidae (Steyskal 1967).

McAlpine (1989) stated that the group does not belong to the Pyrgotidae and apparently not even to the 
Tephritoidea. Barraclough (1994, 1995, 1998) confirmed their exclusion from Pyrgotidae as a separate family. 
The superfamily placement of the Ctenostylidae is still not clear. McAlpine (1997) suggested that 
Ctenostylidae may somehow be related to Diopsoidea and Korneyev (2001) suggested that it is related to the 
Platystomatidae + Pyrgotidae + Tephritidae group of families (Tephritoidea).

McAlpine (1989) used the name Ctenostylidae to cover five genera: Ctenostylum Macquart; Taurocypson
Curran; Lochmostylia Hendel; Furciseta Aczél; and Ramuliseta Keiser. All are Neotropical, except for the 
latter, which is restricted to the Old World. Two more genera have since been added to the family: Nepaliseta
Barraclough and Sinolochmostylia Yang. Both are known from the Oriental Region and the latter has also 
been recorded from the Palearctic Region (Han 2006). 

Ctenostylid specimens are known for their rarity in collections and for their unusual morphological 
features that separate them from other acalyptratae flies. These characters include absent or vestigial 
mouthparts, a lack of ocelli, a female arista with fan-shaped branching, characteristic female facial structure 
with transparent lateral zones, a nearly transverse mesonotum , a broadly trapezoidal prosternum, a pictured 


