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Ami, a new Theraphosid genus from Central and South America, with the 
description of six new species (Araneae: Mygalomorphae)
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Abstract

A new genus Ami Pérez-Miles is proposed for six new species: A. caxiuana Pérez-Miles, Miglio & Bonaldo, from Cax-
iuanã National Forest, Pará, Brasil, the type species; A. yupanquii Pérez-Miles, Gabriel & Gallon, from the area of Puyo,
Equador; A. bladesi Pérez-Miles, Gabriel & Gallon, from Isla Colón, Panamá; A. pijaos Jimenez & Bertani, from Ibagué,
Tolima, Colombia; A. amazonica Jimenez & Bertani, from Leticia, Amazonas, Colombia; and A. weinmanni Pérez-
Miles, from La Azulita, Apure, Venezuela. Avicularia obscura (Ausserer 1875) is transferred to Ami and re-diagnosed.
Diagnostic characters of Ami are the modification of Type I urticating hairs, with unusually longer area b, and one or two
subconical processes on retrolateral face of male palpal tibiae. Females of Ami differ further from those of other thera-
phosid genera by their highly characteristic spermathecae: paired ventral receptacles attached to an almost discrete, semi-
circular, sclerotized back-plate. 
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Introduction

The Theraphosidae are the most speciose family of Mygalomorphae, comprising 113 genera and 900 species
(Platnick 2007); they include some of the largest spiders in the world, usually called tarantulas. The subfamily
Theraphosinae is known only from the New World, primarily the Neotropics, and includes about half of all
known theraphosid species. Considering that one-third of spider genera occur in the Neotropics and only 20%
of world spider fauna is known (Coddington & Levi 1991), most new Theraphosidae are expected to be in the
Neotropics. 

The Theraphosinae were characterized by the combination of well-developed embolic keels and an
extended subtegulum on the male palpal organ (Raven 1985) and by the presence of abdominal urticating
hairs (Type I and/or Type III and/or Type IV). They appear closely related to the Harpactirinae, Aviculariinae
and part of the Ischnocolinae in an unresolved polytomy in the first cladistic approach for the group. (Raven
1985). The cladistic relationships of representatives of the subfamily were analyzed by Pérez-Miles (1992,
1998, 2000), Pérez-Miles et al. (1996, 2007), Bertani (2000) and Guadanucci (2005). Despite the scarcity of
characters and the low support of parts of the cladogram, a poorly resolved basal group can be recognised


