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A new species of coralsnake of the genus Calliophis (Squamata: Elapidae) from 
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Abstract

We describe a new species of coralsnake, Calliophis haematoetron, from central Sri Lanka. This is the second
species of coralsnake known from the island country, after Calliophis melanurus. It differs from C. melanurus
in coloration, possessing a relatively unpigmented head (vs. capped with black from rostrum to nuchal collar),
no light spots posterolateral to the parietal plates (vs. one at each side), a banded body dorsum (vs. unicol-
ored), a bright red body venter (vs. orange or yellow through most of the length), and red pigment lateral to
the blue under-tail color (vs. no red on tail). It also differs from C. melanurus in aspects of lepidosis, in having
a frontal that is shorter or equal in size (vs. longer) than the interparietal suture and a first sublabial that does
not touch the second pair of chin-shields (vs. first sublabial broadly touching second pair of chin-shields). The
new species is easily distinguished from all other Calliophis species in nearby India and Southeast Asia by
characters of external morphology and coloration. 
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• ,xldfõ uOHu m%foaYfhka fidhd.;a Calliophis haematoetron kïjQ kj i¾mhska 
úfYaIhla fuu ,smsfhka úoHd;aulj kï flf¾' • ,xld fom;a lˆjdg ^úoHd;aul 
kduh Calliophis melanurus sinhaleyus& miqj furáka jd¾;d jk fuu .Kfha 
fojeks idudcslhd fudyq fõ' fuu kj úfYaIfha iy C. melanurus úfYaIfha j¾K 
rgdfjka iei|SfïoS( kj úfYaIfha ysi lemS fmfkk j¾K rgdjlska f;drh ^wfkla 
úfYaIfha fydïn fl,jr isg f., olajd ;ks lˆ meye;sh&" kj úfYaIfha md¾Yaj 
fldr, j,g wmrj iy md¾Yaúlj ,d meye;s ,m rys;h ^wfkla úfYaIfha tjeks 
,m tla mil tl ne.ska msysghs&" kj úfYaIfha mDIAÁh foayh yria má iys;h 
^wfkla úfYaIfha ;ks meye;sh&" kj úfYaIfha foayh WorShj ;o r;= meye;sh 
^wfkla úfYaIfha ;eô,s fyda ly meye;sh&" kj úfYaIfha WorShj ks,a meye j,s.fha 
r;= meye md¾Yaúl i<l=Kq msysghs ^wfkla úfYaIfha WorShj j,s.fha r;= meye 
i<l=Kq fkdmsysghs&' fldr, ieleiau iei|SfïoS( kj úfYaIfha ,,dg fldr,h md¾Yaj 
fldr, w;r iSyqug os.ska iudk fyda Bg flá fyda fõ ^wfkla úfYaIfha th os.ska 
jeäh&" kj úfYaIfha m<uq háf;d, fldr,h fojk kslg fldr, hq.,h yd iam¾Y 
fkdfõ ^wfkla úfYaIfha tu fldr, m<,aj iam¾Y fõ&' fuu kj úfYaIh bkaoshdkq 
iy wka ol=Kq wdishd;sl Calliophis  úfYaIhkaf.kao myiqfjka fjka fldg y÷kd 
.; yel'


