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Rediscovery of Juliomys pictipes (Rodentia: Cricetidae) in Argentina: emended
diagnosis, geographic distribution, and insights on genetic structure
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Abstract

Juliomys pictipes, the type species of this sylvan cricetid genus, remains poorly known. In Argentina, country where the
type locality is placed, it is only known from the holotype. Here we report the first new Argentinean individuals, after a
gap of 80 years; the new specimens -three in total- include one topotype and allow adding two new recording localities
for the species. In addition, we refined the geographical location of their type locality and described in detail several mor-
phological traits of this peculiar mouse, producing an emended diagnosis of both the type species and the genus.
Molecular data provided in this paper reinforce the identity of J. pictipes and the reference of the southern Brazilian po-
pulations of this genus to the type species.
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Resumen

Juliomys pictipes, la especie tipo de este género de cricétidos sel vaticos, permanece pobremente estudiada. En Argentina,
paisen el cua se emplaza su localidad tipica, es conocida solamente por el holotipo. Aqui damos a conocer |os primeros
nuevos ejemplares argentinos luego de un lapso de 80 afios; |os nuevos especimenes —tres en total- incluyen un topotipo
y permiten adicionar dos nuevas localidades de registro para la especie. Adicionalmente, nosotros clarificamos la ubi-
cacion geogréfica de su localidad tipica y describimos en detalle diversos rasgos morfol égicos de este particular roedor,
generando diagnosis enmendadas tanto parala especie tipo como para el género. Los datos mol ecul ares brindados en este
articulo robustecen laidentidad de J. pictipesy lareferencia ala misma de las poblaciones del género que ocurren en el
sudeste de Brasil.
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I ntroduction

Juliomys includes three species of arboreal mice endemic to the Atlantic forest (Costa et al., 2007). Its distri-
bution ranges from Minas Gerais and Espirito Santo in southeastern Brazil (ca. 20°S) to the province of
Misiones, in northeastern Argentina (ca. 27° 30’ S; Osgood, 1933; Costa et al., 2007). The type species of the
genusis J. pictipes, originally described by Osgood (1933) as Thomasomys pictipes. For several decades, the
generic placement of this form was uncertain. Pine (1980) maintained it within Thomasomys, while Musser
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