
Accepted by Z.-Q. Zhang: 20 Nov. 2007; published: 21 Dec. 2007  19

ZOOTAXA
ISSN 1175-5326  (print edition)

ISSN 1175-5334 (online edition)Copyright © 2007  ·  Magnolia Press

Zootaxa 1668: 19–40   (2007) 
www.mapress.com/zootaxa/

The Tree of Life Web Project*

DAVID R. MADDISON1, KATJA-SABINE SCHULZ2 & WAYNE P. MADDISON3

1 Department of Entomology, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ  85721   U.S.A.
beetle@ag.arizona.edu (to whom correspondence should be addressed)
2 Department of Entomology, University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ  85721   U.S.A.
treegrow@tolweb.org
3 Departments of Zoology and Botany and Centre for Biodiversity Research, 6270 University Boulevard, University of British Colum-
bia, Vancouver, BC  V6T 1Z4   Canada
wmaddisn@interchange.ubc.ca

*In: Zhang, Z.-Q. & Shear, W.A. (Eds) (2007) Linnaeus Tercentenary: Progress in Invertebrate Taxonomy. Zootaxa,

1668, 1–766.

Table of contents

Abstract . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
The Tree of Life Web Project . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20
History . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
Current Content . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22
The ToL and Taxon Rank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29
Content Contributors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Audience and Use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31
Architecture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32
Administration and Construction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33
Challenges of Resources and Collaboration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34
Related Projects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
Future  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
Concluding Remarks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36
Acknowledgements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37
References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37

Abstract

The Tree of Life Web Project (ToL) provides information on the Internet about our current knowledge of the
evolutionary tree of life and associated information about characteristics and diversity of life on Earth. Development of
this open-access, database-driven system began in 1994; its official release was in 1996. Core scientific content in the
project is compiled collaboratively by more than 540 biologists, all experts in particular groups of organisms, from over
35 countries.  Additional learning materials are contributed by over 200 students, teachers, and amateur scientists, while
images, movies, and sounds are contributed by both of these groups and over 200 media-only contributors.
Administration of the project follows a hierarchical, community-based model, with authors for different parts of the ToL
chosen by the scientists working in that particular field. The goals of the project are to document all species on Earth, as
well as all significant clades; to provide basic information about the phylogeny of life; to share this information with
other databases and analytical tools; and to encourage understanding and appreciation for biodiversity, evolution, and the
interrelationships of Earth's wealth of species. Here we provide an outline of the goals and history of the project; the
current content, administration, architecture, contributors, and audience, the challenges we have faced, and the future of
the project.


