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Description of two new species of white-toothed shrews belonging to the genus
Crocidura (Soricomorpha: Soricidae) from Ngoc Linh Mountain, Vietham
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Abstract

Two new species of white-toothed shrews, Crocidura zaitsevi and C. sokolovi are described from Ngoc Linh Mountain
(Kon Tum Province, Vietnam). Comparisons are provided with other species of Crocidura known to occur in Vietnam.
Crocidura zaitsevi is very small in size, comparable only to C. kegoensis described from Central Vietnam and distin-
guished by its moderately long tail and cranial features. Crocidura sokolovi is similar in size to C. attenuata but differs in
pelage colour, relatively longer tail, and cranial and dental features. Both new species are currently known only from
Ngoc Linh Mountain.

Abctpakt

OnucaHbl /B2 HOBBIX Buja 3emiepoek-6eno3ybok Crocidura zaitsevi u C. sokolovi uz Beetnama (npoBuHiius KoHTyM,
ropa Hrox JInns). ITposeneHo cpaeHeHwe ¢ npyrumu Bumamu Crocidura, Berpedarommmicst Bo Brername. Crocidura
Zaitsevi xapakTepmsyeTcs MallbIMA pasMepamy, cpaBHUMBIME ¢ C. kegoensis, ommcanHoli n3 1eHTpanbHoTo BheTHaMma,
HO OoTNIMYaeTcs Goyiee JTWHHBIM XBOCTOM W HEKOTOPBIMH KpaHWoJoTHYeckumu mpusHakamu. Crocidura sokolovi mo
pasmepam cxomna ¢ C. attenuata Ho oTnMUYaeTcs OT Hee OKPACKOW MeXa, OTHOCUTENBHO UIMHHBIM XBOCTOM, a TaKKe
pasMepamu W MpornopuusMu vepena u 3y6os. O0a HOBBIX BHA MOKA W3BECTHBI TONBKO M3 OKpecTHOCTelH ropsl Hrok
JIuHb.
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I ntroduction

Ngoc Linh Mountain lies ca. 2,598 m above sea level in the southern Annamite range, a region of montane
rainforest in Vietnam. This part of the Kon Tum Massiff includes a complex mosaic of volcanic basalts, gran-
ites and sedimentary substrates with wet montane evergreen hardwood and conifer forests. Recent zoological
surveys (Le Trong Trai et al., 1999; Abramov et al., 2007) have shown that conditions at this high altitude
have provided opportunities for evolution of a high degree of unique species within the animal community.
The first surveys of mammals in the Ngoc Linh Nature Reserve were conducted in 1996 and 1998 by the For-

Accepted by P. Gaubert: 18 Aug. 2007; published: 19 Sept. 2007 57



