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Abstract

A snake species new to scienBdynchocalamus barai n. 9., is described frm Turkey. It differs from otherRhyn-
chocalamusspecies in hawig higher numbers of dorsalia (I7 instead 6 15) ard lower number of ventralia (163-173
instead of 180-240and upperadbials in contact witteye (1 instead of 2) and by a charactaristlor-patternof the

body.
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Introduction

The genuskhynchocabmuscan bedistinguished from related gera hrough the wunt of 15 dorsal scales at
mid-bady, by a lager rostral bield that exteds backwards between the internasalid lana very wide fron-
tal shietl. This frontal sield is neay as wide as it is lomandhas special dentitiofeatres with 68 maxil-
lary teeth, with madibular teeth that are slghtly longer anteriosf than posteriorly and with glatine teth
absent chmidt 1933; Gasperetti 183 Baran & Atatlir 199).

In the Middle East tw species of the gers Rhynchocalamsiare curretly known. These ar&hyntoca-
lamus arabicus Schmidt 1933 thais only knownfrom Aden in SouthtYemen (Schmid1933)ard R. melano-
cephalus (Jan 1862) distributed over Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Israel, Iran, Iraq, ArAssibaijan
andTurkey (Reed & Marx 1959; Darevsky 1970; EisEd70; Gasperetti 1988Verner 188; Latifi 1991;
Leviton et al. 199; Engelman et al. 199; Franzen & Bisctff 1995). Two subspeciesfdr. melanocephalus
are found inTurkey. The nominotypical érm is document&from one locality 2Gkm S of Harbiye Hatay
whereasR. m satunini (Nikolsky, 189) is been rported from Malatya, Mardin and Ada (Eiselt1970;
Baran 1976; Franzen & Bisctid 995; Basoglu & Baran 1980; Baran & Atatlir 1998; Sindagbal 2000).
On May 1 2006 we found unusual specimens snakedongirg to the genuskRhynchocalamui the Armanos
Mountain, Hatg, Turkey, that we here destie as aspecies newotscience. Notes on thewepecies’ natural
history are alsqresanted.

Material and methods

Color and color pattern characteristics were recordedivee specimensFollowing Baoglu & Baran (1980)
the animals were anaesthetidewith ethe, initially fixed in a mixture of 5% formalin and 70% ethaol for
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