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Abstract

Geophis Wagler is the fourth largest genus of colubrid snakes in the Western Hemisphere, with 46 species currently rec-
ognized. Since the last major treatment of this genus, there have been 12 new species described, three taxa elevated to the
species level, and two taxa previously recognized at the species level synonymized with other taxa. We present a check-
list for the genus Geophis, summarizing information on taxonomic history, type material and locality, distribution, and
species group assignment for 46 species. We also provide an identification key for the 46 species, followed by a brief
analysis of distributional patterns and conservation status. 
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Resumen

Geophis Wagler es el cuarto género más grande de serpientes de la familia Colubridae en el Hemisferio Occidental, con
46 especies reconocidas actualmente. Desde el último trabajo realizado para este género, 12 nuevas especies han sido
descritas, tres taxones se  han elevado al nivel de especie, y dos taxones previmante reconocidos como especies se han
sinonimizado con otros taxones. Presentamos una lista para el género Geophis, resumiendo la información en la historia
taxonómica, material y localidad tipo, distribución, y la asignación a los grupos para 46 especies. También proporciona-
mos una clave de identificación para las 46 especies, seguidas de un breve análisis de los patrones de distribución y
estado de conservación.

Introduction

The genus Geophis Wagler 1830 is one of the four most speciose genera of colubrid snakes occurring in the
Western Hemisphere, with the other three being Atractus, Rhadinaea, and Tantilla. Köhler (2003) stated that
there are approximately 70 described species of Atractus and just over 40 described species of Rhadinaea.
Wilson (1999) listed 53 species of Tantilla; three have been described since that paper appeared, and two have
been resurrected. We herein include 46 described species of Geophis. Downs (1967) represents the last genus-


