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Rearing the larval stages oDistoleon tetragrammicus
(Fabricius, 1798) (Neuwoptera: Myrmeleontidae) from egg to
adult, with notes on their behaviour
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Abstract

Eggs d the amdlion Distoleon tetragrammicugFalricius, 1798) wes obtained from tavid
females for th first time. Larvae were reareh the adul stage fron eggs. The eggs and the
different pas of the larva such as head, mandibles and antennae, are desodbibastrated and
larval behavio in ead stage was moniteoed.
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Introduction

The attentio of nauralists has been attradi¢o the highly intriguing life history and
behavor of myrmeleontid larvaeof over 2M® years Howevea, most informatio on
develmpmen of Myrmeleontidae refersottwo central EHropean speciesMyrmeleon
formicarius and Euroleon nostrans, without even referringd all develgpmental stages
(Pompv 1984). The life cycle of Myrmecaelurus trigrammugPallas 1771) was
investigated ad reported o by Pqov (1981).

Brief ard insuficient data exist for oly certain Mediterranean dnsome no-
European species (Papy 1984). Howevae, there «ists a great deal oflata e New World
ant-lion larvae from tacontributions ofStange (1980) an8tange and Miller (1990).

Larvae of a number afmyrmeleontil generabuild distinctive cone-faped trapsn
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