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The male ofMarengo nitidawith the description of M. rattotensis
new speciesrfom Sri Lanka (Araneae: Salticidae)
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Abstract

Systematics ofMarengo nitida Siman, 1900 is discussé and M. rattotersis new species is
descibed. The femalefaM. nitida is desdbed for the first timeM. rattotensids diagnased bythe
unique shape ofstretrolateral tibial apophysi#l. nitida can be separatdébm otherMarengospp.
by the roundedsha of its opisthosomaand male by the characterigti retrolatera tibial
apophysis. T genusMareng now contains sk species withmost of them known only from Sri
Lanka.
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Introduction

The cae of Marengo nitich Simon 1900 isafascinating examplof how tte comparative
study of newly ollected material ad museum holdings facilitates speciegbtheses
teging. Marengo nitidawas first descibed aml illustraed based on &@ingle male
specima. Its only illustration, a rarecaseof an illustration by E. Simon, $iows a pider
that has a raudedopisthosoma (Simon 1®.: fig 574a).Since the initialdescriptian of M.
nitida two revisionary stdies of he gewus Marengo were umlertéken (Wanless 198;
Benjamnh 2004) Howeve, as new specimens wenever found, both authors were
compelked to relay on original sgcimen for the redescription of M. nitida. The lack of new
eviderce in the form of new materd to test the species hypothesis lead to the justified
guestioning ofits validity (Wanless1978). Howeve, Benjamin (2004) reexamined the
original type gecimen ofM. nitida and new material of its sister spedidscrassips G. &
E. Peckham1892 collected from the type localityé concluded he validity of M. nitida.
Recent examination of collectionsf the National Museum of Natal History,
Smithsonian Ingitution, revealed asmall collection of M. nitida from a location previously
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