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A new species oMacrophiothrix (Ophiuroidea: Ophiotrichidae)
common in northern Australia

ANNE K. HOGGETT
Lizard Island Resarch Sation, Australian Museum6 College Sred, Sydney NSW 2010, Australia.

Abstract

A new bittlesar specis Macrophiothrix caenosas described fronDarwin, NorthernTerritory,

Australia. It is canmon troughout tropical Australia ad is alsorecoded fom Japa and
Singapoe. It is distinguishd from congeners bthe combinatia of trapezform dorsal em plates,
short multifi d disc stumps, radial shields with winps @ rugose ganules, detal plate $ape,
arrangement of ehtal papillae and distribution of ventral disc ameant.
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Introduction

Macrophiothrix is a gems of lage-todied, long-armed brittlestars that are common in
shalbw water thraghaut the tropical ad tenperate Imlo-west Pacific. It is currently
known to hclude I7 specis in Australian watergHoggett 1991). An additional species,
Macrophiothrix caenosa. sp, is described here.

The new species wagriginally described in ahesis (Hbggett 1990). The name
Macrophiothrix caenoa has gpearel in atleasttwo sciaitific publications on the basisf
that de<ription. Miller (1997) compared the specificity of its sperm chemotaxis with
congeners and other brittlestarsgdatart & Poalsky (2005) onstucted aphylogeny for
some Macrophiothrix and Ophiothrix species using mitdondrial DNA sequences.
Howeve, the name wa not availablebecause a thesisoes not constitte publication
under Article 8 ofthe Intemational Cade of Zoological Nomenclature (ICZN, 199
Miller (1997) and Hart & Podolsky (2005¢fer to the thesis in whitM. caenoa was
describa (Hoggett, 1990) but that does not maka anavailable name available (Article
11.5.2, ICZN, 1999).

New names published afté®30 muste “accompaied by a descigtion or definition
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