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Spatiator martensn. sp., a second species of the extinct spider
family Spatiatoridae in Eocene Baltic amber (Araneae)

JORG WUNDERLICH
Obeer Hauselbergweg 24, D-69493 Hirschberg.

Abstract

Soatiator martersi n. . (Araneae Spatidoridae) isdescribed from the Earlijertiary Baltic amber
forest It is the secoml known ecies of his extinctfamily of spides. Ants as yninclusians point
to a possible amhimicry or myrmecophag
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Introduction

Spdersin Eocene Bait amber are quite diverse, 51 fdias were repted byWundefich
(2004). Spatiatoridad”etrunkevith 1942 is an extict spider family ofthe superfamily
Eresoidea s. |., whitincludes Archaeoid@a s. st. = Palpimanoidea s.rsisensu Forste &
Platnick (184), (cf. Wunderlich 2@4: 763). Spatiatoridae is probatrelatal to the extant
family Huttoniidae of the Australian rgion; Palpimanidae is the mostosely related
extantfamily in Europe.

Only a single gnusand — a raely collected — single spcies lave been described
from the Spetiatoridae: Spatiabr Petruikevitch 1942 with its type pecies Spatiator
praeceps Petrunkevitch 1942, sa&underlich (2004: 757, 76 B06—-807 figs 48-56). A
second geus —Adorata Petrunkevitch 42 — has beedescribed sub Spat@idaebut
is actually a member of the family Zodariid&gunderlich 2004: 757, 767, 806—807).

Spatiatoridae (Figs 1-5) is charactedZsy a long and steler bog and sleder legs
which bear spatulate setae, a rdisgphalic part (dsent in yang juveiiles), deliceral
peg teeth, retrolateral cheliceral stridolgtfiles, completely bristle-less legs and egk&a
cymbium which encloseshe bulbus similardthat in the Huttniidae, but is dferent to all
otherrelated famies.

Besides its beautiful preservatio, the holotype andonly specimenof the nav species

Acceptedby P. Jager: 25 Jul. @6; published: 28 Set. 2006 313



