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Remarks on biolog, vocalisations and systematics of
Urocynchramus pylzowPrzewalski (Aves, Passeriformes)
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Abstract

Severd field studies in the Qinghai Nanshaarea (Qinghai ProvingeChina) haveadded new
findingsto the scant knowledge about Przewalski’s Rosefirocynchramus pylzawPrzewdski,
1876. The hitherto completely unknown vocalisations arerifbestand used to cldyi systematic
relationships. Alhough one could ague for a relationship tdJragus sibiricus (Pallas) basel on
nearl identical auditoy impression and sonagrnestructures bther songs, detailkmeasurements
show significahdifferences in time and frequency parameters. Moremar@DNA analysis shows
no clog phylogenetic relationship to either thfree major emberizictlades. These results support
the hypothesis thafrocynchranusbelorgsin its own family, the Urog/nchramidae.
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Introduction

Because of the inaccessibilitpf the Qhghai-Tibet Plateau its endemic bird taxa gaorly
studied. ne of the least known species ighe Pink-tailel Bunting or Przewalski's
Rosefinch Urocyndiramus pylpwi Przewalskj 1876.

The gecies has bean well describedy several authors (e.glartert1910; Tugarinow
& Stegmann 1929Vaurie 1956; Meyer de Schauensee 1984; Clereéerdl 1993;
MacKinnon & Phillipps 2000). It resembles the liy-tailed RosefinchUragussibiricus,
especially with itsconspicuously longgraduated tail. Howeer, althoudh it otherwise
resembls the 1osefinches irbody color and pattern the bright pink in the tail sets it apart
(Badyaev & Hill 2000; Vaurie 1955; Paynter 1968). The presenceof a well-develged
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