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Luidia chang, a new sea star species (Echinodermata: Astedea:
Luidiidae) from the Yellow Sea, with areview of tworelated species
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Abstract

In the collections of the Institute of Oceanolp@hineg Academy ofSciences, a new species,
Luidia changisp. na. was discoveredhixed in with two closely alliedspedes, L. quinaria von
Martens, 1865 and L. yesoensi§oto, 1914. L. changi is describd herein; t differs from the two
known species in details ofbactinh plates, abactinal spineletbody proportions, and in
geographidistributions of the three species.
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Introduction

Luidia quinaria von Martens, 1865 arlduidia yesoensissot, 1914have been recoded
from the Bohai Gilf, northem Yellow Seato the Saith China Sea (Lia & Clark, 19%).
When we checked the samples of thedia quinaria-Luidia yesoensisomplex deposited
in the collectbns of thelnstitute of Oceanolog Chinese Acdemy of Sciences (IOCAS),
the charactercombination of am width, body colour, and trm of central pa«illar spinelets
revealed three digtct species in the samples. The three spesies have distinct distribution
patterns: Luidia yesoensi®ccurs in the BohaiGulf, Luidia quinaria occurs in all the
Chines seasut mainly in the EastChina Sea, and #third species from theYellow Sea,
is an undescribe speciesin this paper we descrthe thid species as aew ard discuss
their morghology and geographidistributions.
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