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Two new species in th&nthaxia (Anthaxia) candengPanze, 1793)
species-goup from Iran and Turkey, with taxonomic notes on the
group (Coleoptera: Bupestidae)
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Dept. of Entomdogy, National Museum Kunratice 1, 148 00 Praha 4, CzechRepublic.

Abstract

Two new specig in the Anthaxia (Anthaxig candens(Panze 1793) speciegroup: Anthaxia
(Anthaxig jenisi new speciesfrom suthean Iran and A. (A.) pyrosoma new speciesfrom eastern
Turkey, are described, illustratemhd compared withelated speciesAnthaxiaurens Abeille de
Perin, 1882 is removed from synonymy with A. lucensKiista, 1852 and is treated as a well-
characterized subspecidskey to the species ofeif\. candenspecies-group is provided and short
comments on the taxonomic histodistribution and bionomy of &group a&e given
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Introduction

The Anthaxa (Anthaxh) candens (Panze, 1793) species-gqup was characterised by
Rikhter (1949) as e subgenugallanthaxa Rikhter, 1949. The subgenus was later
synonymised with the subgenfiathaxias. st. by Obenberger (1%8) and this oncept has
beenacceptd by subsequent authors (e.g. Cob@886; Curletti, 1994; Bily, 199).
Rikhter (1949) included A. passerin (Pecchioli, 187) in the group, but it was later
transferred to a sepaeapecies-goup by Bily (1982).

The A. candensspecies-group is one dhe bestcharacterized ahmost distinct
species-gropsin the genug\nthaxia Eschschbltz, 182 including lageand very coloundl
species. fie gecies-grop can be characterized as follows:

— bady large, sibparallel, slighty flattened,

— metallic colourd speciesisually with a caspicuais elytralpattern (Fgs 15-24)

— frons widely depressed, vertex yerarron, 0.5-10 times as wid as width of eye

— antemae very long, usually reachig posteriompronotal angles
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