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Abstract

Napaeus lajaensissp. nov. is the oldestNapaeus species foundh the Canary Islands, witimore
than 130 ka. It is described fromPleistocene aeolianedost intercalated between two basaltic
lava flowslocated &aMancha dd-a Laj (Tenerike Island) The new specigis chalkcterized mainly
by the presence ofwio very prominentspiral, semicylindrical rib on the body whor shell. The
stratigraphic settig and taphonomic features of tHand snail asséation to which N. lgaensis
belongs, were als shown.
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Introduction

Island archpelagos contine to be a fochpoint for studies in evolutionay biology, with
many research prograrbeing directed towardsnderstanding the originaf diversity (E
mersn 20@; Emersm & Kolm 2006). Island ppulations may divege from their parental
mainland populations to become endemic species. Therédioak snails a one of the
groups that often stw high percentages of endemic forms. The Hawdlistands and the
Galapags Islands have both, for a lorg time, served asparadigmatic systesfor
conducting this type of reseattt(Wagner & Funk 1995; Grant 498), but recentyears have
seen anemerging inered in the Ginary Ilandsas afurther naural laboratory for thestudy
of evolution owing to their discrete geographical naturel &me diversity of geciesand
habitats (Juaet al 2000).

The Cananyarchipelag forms an islad chan of sevan mainislands agpproximately
500 km in length in the Atlanticoff the North West African oastat the western frige of
the Palaearcti@bait 500 km nort from the Tropic of Cancer, the easternmost isldonly
110 km fran Morocca The archipelag is clearly of volcanic origin, with geological
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