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Lith odidae from the Ross Sea, Antattica, with descriptions of two
new species (Crustacea: Decapoda: Anomura)
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Abstract

The lithodid crab faumof the Ros Sea, Antarctica, comprises three spgaietwo genera.Two
species are new to scienddeolithodes yaldyni sp. nov. and Paralomis stevensgp. nov.
Neolithodes yaldwyinpreviously misidentified fronoff the Balleny Idands in the Ross Sealds
brodid, is morphdogically most similar toN. capensisStebbing, 1905, describedfrom South
Africa, differing chiefly in the proportional letigs ofthe dactyli of the ambulatoiggs.Paralomis
stevensis mostsimilar toP. birsteinij differing chiefly by its shater ambulatry leg dactyli, and in
males, the longer ambulayolegs anl much lager righ cheliped. Tl third lithodid from the Ross
Sea Paralomis bisteini Macpheson, 1988, igepated from a wide size rang of specimens,
including an ovigeraus femalgindicating the peseance of a repoductive population in the regn.
The presence oN. yddwyni in the Ross Sea is castent withthe hypothes thatlithodids
colonized the Southern Ocean via southward movement from low to high latitudes through
deepwate The strong similarity beveen N. cgpensisandN. yabdwyn indicates a possible South
African—Keguelen—Antectica link. The rhizocephalarBriarosaccus callosu8osdhma, 180,
parasiizing P. birsteini, is recorded for the first time from tleea.
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Introduction

Records ofreptant decapd crustaceansfrom high-latitides are fe, with only the
anomuran crabd,ithodidae known as adits in Antarctic watergThatje& Arntz 2004).
Not suprisingly, records blithodids from tre Ross Sa are al® scant The first lithodid
recoded from he Ross Seavas dentified asParalomis spectabilidHansen 1908 from
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