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Haplomesus dngiramussp. nov. (Crustacea: Isopoda: Asellota),
a new ischnomesid speciesdm the Bay of Biscg,
North East Atlantic Ocean
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Abstract

A new speas of Ischnomesidae (Crustacea: Isopoda: Asellbtaplomesus lagiramus sp. nov.

is described fom the Bay & Bisca. This species isinusual due to thpresene of long, thin
anterolateral mpjections supportinghe antenn@aand anelongate pereonite 4. These features are
also seen irHaplomesus bhiscayersis Chardy, 1975, and the two spies closely resemble each
othe. The pesence b a laterally diected spie on pereonite5 of the male ofHaplomesus
longiramussp. nov. along with the elongate uropods of both male f@mmdale easily dferentiates
this spesies from H. biscayensis. Within its known distributional area, ith newHaplomesus species
inhabitsbathyal muldy bottomsfrom 500-1009 m, with a maximum aundance of ® individuals

per 100 m® recorded at approximately 700 m.
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Introduction

The genusHaplomessis one offive genera vthin thefamily Ischnomesidae (Cigacea:
Isopoda: Aselbta) that comprises marine bethic isopds primarily fran bathyal and
abyssal dgths. Thegenus, estalished by Richardsomil908 is the seond largestin the
family, and ontains 27 peciesto date The genus isa@smopolitan: speciesarerecoded
fromthe Atlantic, North Rucific, Arctic and Antarctic oceans. This paper describes a ew
species in the gems, Haplomesss longiramussp. nov., from the Bay ofBiscay, closely
dlied toHaplomesus biscayenshardy, 1975, previously mentioddrom the Le Danois
bark (Cantabrien margin). Comments o the distributim ard autoecologyof H.
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