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A new species oBathylepaa Moskalev, 1977
(Mollusca: Gastropoda) from the Weddell Sea, Antactica
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Abstract

Among benthic mollusc sampéfrom theabyssaof the Weddel Sea collected durgithe ANDEEP
IIl Antarctic surve, a newlepetid speies Bathylepeta linsean. sp. was collected andis here
descrbed. The newpecies strongly resembles thiely congene Bathylepeta bevis Moskaley, 1977
but dffers ina moe oval shell shpe, the ectangular form of the idular bagl plate andthe smooth
edges of thenarginal teeth. The presence of a genitaliff@ps mentoned for the first time for this
genus. Another similaAntarcic lepetid specieropilidium pelseneeriThiele, 1912 is much
smalle, lacks tle genitd papilla and the positioaf the apexs more posterion.
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Introduction

According to Linderg (1998: 639) tle Patell@astiopoda are th most primitive Recst
Gastrgoda, characterizedyla set of featres summarized irhé same wrk. In the high
Antarcica, theorder is representethy two families: Nacelidae and Lepidae. Nacella
concima (Strebel, 198) and Nacella polars (Hombron & Jacquingtl841) belong to the
former. lothia coppngeri (Smith, 1881)Propilidium pelseneerthiele, 1912 Propili dium
sp. (see Pelseer 193), and the speciesoriginally described ad epeta (Pilidium)
antarctica Smith, 1907 belorg to the latte, which has a world-wide distbution with its
highest diversiy in cold temperate region$ both hemisperes.

The Antarctic deg wate fauna haseen little studiad (Dell 1990), and thus newly
collected material allows further comparisorfstive highly edemic Antarctic marine
fauna to the & shore fauneof the adjacentceans. Dring the joined Atarctic expedition
ANDEEP Il (Jan. 21 2005 to Ap 6 2005) on board the German Reseavessel
“Polarsten” a new speciesf the manotypic lepetidgerus Bathylepea Moskaley, 1977 so
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