
1286

Accepted by C. Schaefer: 6 Jul 2006; published: 11 Aug. 2006  23

ZOOTAXA
ISSN 1175-5326  (print edition)

ISSN 1175-5334 (online edition)Copyright © 2006  Magnolia Press

Zootaxa 1286: 23–31  (2006) 
www.mapress.com/zootaxa/

First record of the genus Platerus Distant 
(Heteroptera: Reduviidae: Harpactorinae) from China, 
with the description of a third species of the genus
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Abstract

Platerus Distant, 1903 and Platerus pilcheri Distant, 1903 are reported for the first time from
China. The female of Platerus pilcheri and Platerus tenuicorpus Zhao, Yang & Cai, sp. nov., is
described and ill ustrated. A key to the three species of the genus is provided. The diagnostic
characters of the genus are modified. 
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Int roduction

Platerus Distant, a small genus in the reduviid subfamily Harpactorinae, was established
in 1903 with Platerus pilcheri Distant as type species. Livingstone and Ravichandran
(1991) described the second species, Platerus bhavanii , from southern India. In an
examination of Chinese reduviid materials, we found one female identifiable as Platerus
pilcheri Distant, originally described based on one male from Sikhim (Distant 1903),  and
an undescribed species, the third species of this genus, Platerus tenuicorpus Zhao, Yang &
Cai, sp. nov., collected by Dakang Zhou from Tibet. This genus is most similar to Epidaus
Stål, but the latter lacks a long oblique suberect spine posterior to the antenna.


