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Morphological variability of Bathybdella sawyer(Hirudinida:
Piscicolidae) fom hydrothermal vents on the Galapagos Rift and
the South East Pacific Rise.
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Abstract

The ceep-sea fish leecBathybdella sawyeBurreson has recently been collected from two sites
the South East Pafit Rise & approximatelyl4 and 17°S, 2623-2586 depth Leeches were
obtainal from washings o¥ent musels BathymodiolushermophilugMytilidae) and clam€alyp-
togera maqifica (Vescomyidae) collected with a grab by a submersibleyene fourd attached to
the cheliped of the cbaCyaragraea praedtor (Bythograeidae) collected in baitéraps at 14°S.
Most individud leeches had mephology typical 6 B. sawyerias originallydescribed, wittsuckers
of approximately equasize, but all specimens colledtfrom the crabC. praedator had unusually
large oral suckers thavere distinctlylarger tharnthe caudal suckeHoweve, internd morphology
of the specimenffom C. praalator was identical t@B. sawwri on the basis of serial sections; thus
all specimensvere identified a B. sawyeri The only previous report oB. sawyeriis from the
Galapagos Riftso these collections extend the range to the SeaghPacific Rise.
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Introduction

Bathybdella sawyerBurreson was de<cribed from material collected on the first Gala-
gos Rift Biology Expedition in the eastern Pacific Oceanl979 (Burreson @31). Most
specimas collectel havebeen found free inwasings from clumps ofmusselsBathyno-
diolus thermaphilus Kenk & Wilson Mytiloida: Mytilidae), theclam Calyptogena mge
nifica Boss& Turner VeneroidaVesiomyidae), or the vestimentifemaube worm Riftia
pachypila Jones (Sabellida: Sibogjlidae).Bathybdella sawyeri is unusualn a rumber of
respectdncluding depth of gature, hidh aburdance and repoductive systen anatony.
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