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Abstract

Recent surveys on the benthic harpacticoidbe northvestern sector of the Caribbean have called
attertion to the lack of dist of specis of this diverse graoin this lage tropich basin.A first

checklig of the Caibbean hampactiooid copepods isprovided herein; it is basg#on recods in the
literature and on our own data. Records from the adjacent Bahamas zone were also included. This
complete list includes 178 species; the species recorded in the Caribbean and the Bahamas belong
to 33families and 94 genera. Overall, the most speciosdyamdsthe Miraciidae (27 species),
followed by the Laophontidae (21)Tisbidae (17), andAmeiridae (13). Up to 15 hpacticoid
familieswere representd by one or tvo specienly. Excluding the Bahamianrecordsthe number

of specia recorda@ herein fa the Caribbean Basin is 13Bhe distribution of the species richness
within the Caribbean Basin is asymmetrical; the northwestern sector (Mexican Caribbean) is the
most speciose, it concentrates up45% of the speciesecordel in the Caribbean. The insular
Caribbeans nearly as diverse as the continental areas (75 vs 83 spectzded, resgtively).

The dominance ofaxa relatedto coastal systemwith coarse and fine sands and carbonate
sediments revealselgeneral trendh the type othabitats surveyed ithe Caribben Sea. Up to 37
species found in thiglexican Caribbean repredamew records fo this county. There are enmnous

hiatuses in the knowledge of the Caribbearpaeticoids in terms of geagphic, bathymeic, and
environmermal coveragelt is expected thisist will grow rapidly ard many undescritibforms wil

be discovered when understudigdioexplaed environments are ueyed in detail.
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