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A Nearctic tubificid Varichaetadrilus harmani(Loden) n. comb. in
a Dutch wetland, withremarks an Tubifex tubifex (Mdiller)
(Annelida: Oligochaeta)
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Esbnian Univesity of Life Scieces, Centre for Lirmology, 61101 Ranu, Tartumaa, Estania.

Abstract

Tubifex harmaniLoden, 1979, was founid Euope (TheNetherlandsf¥or the first tine and, after
comparison \th the type mteiia, was transferred to thgenusVarichaetadilus Brinkhurst et
Kathman, 1983. Tédefinition of the genus idightly amendedAn externdly similar phenotype of
Tubifex tubifex(Muller, 1774) is descibed from a neidbouring site. The possible cafusion of

these two species elsewb@r Europeis discussed.
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Introduction

Tubificid oligochaetes a& comma in fresh andbrackish wate bodies, particularly in
those disturbed ly man Without partiaular knowledge, all tubifiails are often regded as
indicators of thepolluted state in water bodies (Rod®mng & Resh 199). Howeve, only
large masses of the most tolerautiificid specie$e.g., Tubifex tubifex (Muller, 1774) and
Limnadrilus spp.] are commonly assciated wih highly saprobichabitats, while lte rest
prefer cleaer envions. Bsen T. tubifex a tubificid ‘notorious’ in he literatire for its
presencen aquatic systembeavily influenced by eganicand chemical effluents, is also
present i very clea lakes (Milbrink 1978). Morphologicaly, it is a “most typical”
tubificid without ary congicuousexternal taracters, ath several, geetically different,
cryptic species aahave been misidtified asthe nominalT. tubifex. Thee ae subtle
differences in bdy shape amh chaetae, as well as in eogical tlerances, but no
guantifiable or mesurable differences in the reproductive system n representativesof T.
tubifex collected fom different water bodies (Paddubnaja & Timm 198); Timm 1987,
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