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Abstract ZOOTAXA

Twenty-two new taxa of owlet moths (families Erebidae and Noctuidae) are described along with
three status changes from subspecies to species, eleven new synonymies, and twenty-one new
combinations. Of the new taxa, one is a new tribe, Annaphilini Mustelinpe, and twenty-one

are new species from southern Califoridmasteria convergendustelin,n.sp, Tarachidianigra
Mustelin, n.sp, OncocnemisluplexTroubridge and Mustelim.sp.,, O. helenaMustelin,n.sp, O.

sala Mustelin, n.sp, O. kelsoensi®kobertson and Mustelim.sp, Annaphila scurlockorungala

and Mustelinn.sp, Cryphia flavipunctaMustelin,n.sp, Protoperigea umbricatdMustelin,n.sp,

P. subterminataMustelin, n.sp, P. parvulata Mustelin, n.sp,, P. calientensisMustelin, n.sp,
Aseptis fanaticaMustelin, n.sp, Aseptis torreyanaJustelin, n.sp, Apamea robertsonMikkola

and Mustelin,n.sp, A. digitula Mustelin and Mikkola,n.sp, Photedes sofiadustelin, n.sp,
Mammifrontia sarae Mustelin, n.sp, Lasionycta sala Troubridge and Mustelin,n.sp,
Trichocerapoda harbisonMustelin, n.sp, and T. oceanisRobertson and Mustelim.sp. The
relationship of these new species to their closest relatives is discussed. The following new
combinations are proposed to maintain consistency in generic concepts between the European and
North American faunasAgrochola decipiengGrote, 1881)n. comb, Anarta chartaria(Grote,
1873),n. comb, Anarta trifolii (Hufnagel, 1766)n. comb, Anarta mutataDod, 1913)n. comb,

Anarta fulgora (Barnes & McDunnough, 1918)n. comb, Anarta castrae (Barnes &
McDunnough, 1912y. comb, Anarta hamatgdMcDunnough, 1930)3. comb, Anarta oregonica
(Grote, 1881)nh. comb, Anarta montanicaMcDunnough, 1930)n. comb, Anarta columbica
(McDunnough, 1930)n. comb, Anarta alta (Barnes & Benjamin, 1924)). comb, Anarta
subalbida(Barnes & Benjamin, 1924h. comb, Anarta obesulgSmith, 1904)n. comb, Anarta
farnhami (Grote, 1873),n. comb, Anarta crotchi(Grote, 1880)n. comb, Anarta oaklandiae
(McDunnough, 1937),n. comb, Anarta projecta (McDunnough, 1938),n. comb, Anarta
edwardsii(Smith, 1888)n. comb, Anarta florida(Smith, 1900)n. comb, Anarta antica(Smith,
1891),n. comb, andAnarta deceptdGrote, 1883)n. comb.
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Introduction

The owlet moth fauna of southern California displays exceptional species diversity
because of the many different biogeographic regions and habitat zones found within the
area. This diversity also correlates with an abundance of endemic plant species, as well as
climate conditions from extreme xeric conditions to high elevation mountane habitats.
Also, the coastal mesas of southern California are rich in endemic species.

During efforts to catalogue the owlet moths of southern California, | uncovered
several taxa that did not belong to well recognized species and therefore warranted closer
examination. The descriptions of a number of these were published in 2000 (Meistelin
al., 2000), and | complete this work by describing an additional 21 species as novel
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