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The correct use of the namé&cytalopus spelunca (Ménétriés,
1835), and the description of a new species of Brazilian tapaculo
(Aves: Passeriformes: Rhinocryptidae)
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Abstract

Scytalgpus sluncaewas describe from a pecimen take at S® Jodo del Rei, Mias Geais,
Brazil. Ménétriés describeitlas havinghe throat andhe central breagtvidentlywhitish, but since
then ths name has been rather surprisingly attributed to the unifostate grayMouse-colored
Tapaculo of the eastecoastdAtlantic Forest of Bra. Contray to previous findingsour analysis
of the holotype, twanew specimenfrom the type localitytopotype$¥ and orginal desdiption of
Scytalgous peluna@e indicates that fls name must be alipd to the pale gray formwith rufous-
barred thighs that is éund in Minas Gerais. Thispecies is pparatly very common in Sao dao del
Rei. This paper redescrib8cytalopus speluneacorrecting this name application, and describing,
as a new specigpopulations fran the Sera do Mar and vicinit, previously misidentified as.
speluncae

Key words: Scytalopus speluneanew species, Brazitaxonomy

Resumo

Scytalopus speluncaei descrita com ba&sem um espécime provenierde S&o Ja@b del Rei,
Minas Gerais, Brasil. Ménétriés descreessa espécie como tendo aggat e o centro do peito
“evidentemente esbranquicatiomas, desel entdqg esse nome te sido surpreendentemente
atribuido ao “tapaculo-preto” da floresta atlantica daadostsileira. Contrariame@fios estudos
anteriores, nossa analise do hol6tipo, de dois espgodmentemente coletados logalidade tipo
(topdtipos) e da descricdormginal de Scytalopus spelunae indicam que esse nardeve ser
atribuido a form cinza clara cm “calgbes” ocredarrados queé encontrada em Minas Gerais, a

Acceptedby S Olson: 22 Jun 2006; published:24 Ju. 2006 37



